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He Enviaw man finding the whole Fabrick, of our Church toor 
' heavy a burthen to. bear away as once , divided the work, of 
\ ber ruine to the beads and fi s of many Infiruments ;, 
committing to one Set the ftudy to pull up her hedge, to an- + 
«her the atempe 30 overthrow her doftrine ;, ro another the care to un-- 
yoher p © eAnd becauſe their refpetive raoky frill proved roo 
For any one of theſe Parties to compaſſe alone , he ſubdivided 
theſe Provinces to ſubordinate Fice-gerents ;, allotting ro ene the de= 
fig of her Ceremonies, 80 annther. the. vilifying of the ſubſtance of 
common and ftared Devotions, ro another the oppoſing of ber- 
extraordinary and moſt auguſt atts. of Sacred Worſhip amongſt 
which the Invocation of Go Name. in Solemn and Religions Swear-- 
ing fell zo the Quakers Lot; whe being 4 Generation of. men. that: 
fk, in the bark of the letter, admitting neither. coherence of Texts 
mr analogy of fauh; and ffumbling upon te Texterthat-abfieB ca 
im-borb"theſe, © ſeem to favour. their Opinion, have with raiſed. 
at-crys atrempred ro explode that (atholick, Cuftome of the Univerſal 
Church, of giving God the benour of appeal to bis Omniſciency; fer- 
the Umpirage of ſuch comroverſies, as by his Ordiaance.. cannot be- 
determined without an. Oath :. For the. Redemption of theſe ſacred. 
ſpoils our of their Sacrilegious bands , . I bave undertaken this ex- 
frdition, and entred upou this Race, wherein the Prizes I run fer, 
ee, Firit, The maintenance of this eAncient Trmh ( diamearrital- 
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- eChriftiansof the hightfh tank, and. greateſt Proficiency, may lawfully 


eArg. L G: Paul both knew the minde of Chriit, 2.Cor..3.2 3. 


' 


| And ſerved Ged in the ſpirit, ii the Gospel af his Son, 
Kom.1.9.. yet .be was. ſo far :from pleading that of 
+  f*. the Efferns mentionedby Foſephis;) Bell.F ad. lib.2.e.7. 
who- profeſs'd, that {/quirquid dixerintvualiding efſeromut juraments & 
{pra efſe ipſtsqurare ]' their word was ſ{trongerthen the oath 
of other menp and.therefore: it was ſuperflious:for thera 40" ſwear: 
Qr that of the\Seythians,, who told Alexarder (as Durmns Curtin 
reports.) that their love of veracity was ſo eminent, . as their affirm- 
inga thing was in-{tcad of an Oath.: . Or the:cuſtome of 'the Heroick 
Age wherein, (as Homer relates). the ſhaking of their, Sceptre ar 
ſhaking by. the band; did-more.oblige men/to ſpeak the'truth; and 
 perſorm: promiſes;.'then the moſt ſacred\'Oaths could .oblige fuc- 
ceeding degenerate Ages.” 'So far. ( I ſay )' was:S:Puul! fromiplead- 
j ing ſuch examples or his own exemption fron his:performance of 
this ofice of charity, ro cominon; kumane infirmity,; which'in many 
; caſes requires the jnterpoſition ofran'oath:in order ta the- procuring 
an indubitable pexſwaſjon of the'trutli :' as: he frequently confirms 
what he aſlerts:in-ſuchlikeforms of ſacred oaths as: theſe, [- God45 
my witzeſſe, ] Rom, 1.9. [| 1 ſay the truth in.Chriſt, I lie not, my 
| conſcience. alſo bearing me witnefſe in the holy Ghoſt } Rom.g.1.-Þ [' cal 
; God for a record upon my font, that; $$. 2: CorMi23. [iTht God and 
| jathergf. our. Lord Feſws Chraſt knows that 1 ly not }.2 Cor.11:37, | As 
God 15 true our word towards: you, was not yea and nay, } 2 Cor.1.18, 
[ Before God T ly not ] Gal.1.20.[ God ws my record ] Phil.1.8, | Te 
are witneſſes and God-alſo ] 1 Tyeſ.2.10, upon which St. Auſtin, Fura- 
vt autem ipſe Apoſtelts in Epiſtolzs ſuis, & (ic oftendit quoniodo <piow 
: | B wan 
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(2) 

dum quod dikum eft; [ Non Jurate omnino, ] ( Auguftine de men; 
64.15.) for the Apotile himſelf did ſwear in his Epittles, and there.. 
by demonſtrate, how that is to be underſtood where it is faid, fwegr. 
rio; at all, That theſe forms of ſpeech are ſacred oaths, is manifeſt 
from Geneſis 31.50.53. where Laban and Farob are ſaid to ſwear in 
theſe forms of words [' So God is witnefſe betwixe me and thee, ] and. 
[ the God of Abram, the God of Nahor, the God of their fathers judge 
betrwixt ws ] and | Facob ſware by the ry bis father Iſaack, that 
=, by God whom his father worſhipt, And ( to ſpare the labour of 
making more. quotations). fram-the definition of an oath : which 
2n Philo's phraſe ( de{legibus particularibus) and in the common notion 
of mankiade, is nothing elic buta calling of Gocl to witnelle to the 
truch of what we fay, From which, ifeminency of Holinefſe would 
excuſe any man, it would have excuſed S. Paxi, who before the 
writing of thoſe Epiltles, had given greater teſtimony of his fince. 
xty, veracity, and loyeto truth, then any man living cen ( cither. 
in irurch, or with Chriſtiaw modeſty ) lay claim to. Who can bave- 
the face to ſay 7 That he-hath delivered the truth with greater demon 
fration of the ſpirit ard of pewer, in words which the Holy Ghaſt teach... 
«th: (2 Cor.2.4.13. ) That he bath, by manifeſtation of the truth, 
commended him elf 19 every mans canfcience in the feght of God ( 2. Cor, 
4-2: ore, then thig choſen vellel did? which od then, that tell ug, 
we nay take their wordand ſpare their oath, dares vie with him in 
the perills, | pains, hasdhips, labours, Joſlcs, which he fuſtain'd for, 
the txpths ſake ?:If then S, Paul ( notwithſtanding Chriſts prohibiti-- 
on, and thathe could pleade more for mens taking his barc yes and 
vay, then any man now living: can pleade ) did yet frequently cons 
fem his @yings with an oath.z what more then Eſſeen, then Seyrhian, 
then Zaxs:feriew pride, . poſſeſitth; thoſe monſters of men, who haye 
the impudence to pleado their own eminency in grace, as that, 
which exempts them, from. calling God. for a record againft their. 
foul, when the conſigerableneſs ot the thing requires it.;. From exhi.. 
biringto the divine Mayelty that partof incommunicable honovr-due 
this ſacretanddreadfull name. Away with that ſmoekie pride out. 
ef Gods houſe, let it not be fomuch asnamediamongt Szints,whoſe - 
TharaQer is- humility. - + | 

- eArg.a. Without the interpoſitzonof an oath 'tis impoſiblc in | 
many calopthut. Juſtice can be adrainifired according to the. rutc: of | 
wh tne. 
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(3) | 
the Gofpell. To intance in one for all, Exod.22.10, 11. If 4 man 
deliver unto his neighbour an oxe, o& aſs, or ſheep to keep, and it die, or 
be bart, or dviven away, 110 man ſeeing it ©. then ſhall an oath of the Lord 
 bebetween then both, that he hath not put big hand to his neighbours goods, 

and the owner of it ſhall accept thereof, and he ſhall not make it good. } It- 
is the righteous Gods will, that Juftice be adminifired, in this, and 
the like caſes, now under the Goſpell,. as well as formerly nn- 
der the law : but in fuch like caſes, it cannot be determined accord- 
ing to the Evangelical rule, who fball bear the lofſe, withcut the 
i - = of an A if the mano bare word be taken for the- 
of his innoceney, the controverſy will be decided by one one 
Lane direly againſt Chrifts —__ : Mat. 18.16, rhe 'n ul 
month of two or three witneſſes every woyd muy be eftabiiſbr. And thetc- 
fore the guiltlefſe party, in ſuch cafes as this ( where no man but 
himſelf is privy to his innocency) muſt in vindication thereof, take 
in God to witneſs with him : that ſo the matter may be decided b 
two witneſſes at ſeaft, to wit, "—_ that mialees oath. , 3nd by'Go 
whom he calls to witneſſe with him. -Breifly we muft either make 
Chriſt by this prohibition {ſwear nor 7 to patronize ſuch injuitice 
- under the Goſpel], as God would nat patronize tinder the law ; or 
to the determination of controverſies contrary to Chriſts 
ryle : or cIfe put an end to ſuch likeftrife, by the interpofore of an 
oath... And therefore ſwearing in'ſuch cafes is ſofar from being 'a' fin, 
3s it is a neceffary duty, not to be negleted without manifeſt in- 
jaftice : tothe preventing whereof, an o—_ of right betwixr 
mznand mar, nothing is more contributary then Evangelical grace : 


ib far is fanQity from pting ity ors from the waned, of 
doſe offices of charity, which they 09 to themſeſves atd: their 
neighbour Fin _ g- [LV tw (2 ' | WM 710 3 4! 07 
 Arg.3. That which the fpirit of Chrift/in the' old Teftarnent- 
pri ('1' Perer 2.11: Ydideommentd; as that which ſhould be the 


o 


practiſe of the choife ſervants of God in the Chriftiarr Church \called 
from amongk the Gentiles, after his rejeion of the Jewes, may 
[+ tg Brdann tony ner erhig.e ns age bet: 
- "But the fpirit'of Chriſt -#r the od Teffament-Prophets: did \com- 


mend ſwearing by the God of truth, as that which was 'to be the 
pratiſe of Gods elect ſervants inthe Chrifttan Chiyrch, after his 


Therefore 


reeftionof the Jews mh chooking the Gentile, 
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(4), 
I the holieſt Chriſtian may lawfully. ſwear by thee God: 

of tr;th 

The major is undeniable, the Afſumption L:prove, from Tſnial Pa 
15. 4nd ye ſhall leave your name for- a curſe t2. my choſen } that 1s, 
Tee. peoplethar L ſhall. chooſe from.among{t the. gentiles. thall uſe, 
your name ( the name: of.4 Few.) 0: execrations, when they have, 4 
minde to. denounce a curſe, they ſhall do jt; in-tþis,orthe-like, {om 
[ the Lord makg thee likg a Few : whom. he hath caſt off and. mads a vaga- 
bond upon earth ]] parallel tothat, Feremy 29.22..of them ſhall be t 

a curſe (that is, the form of-a curſe ),by aff the captroity of Judas; 'D 
[if ing,the Loxd make the like Ahab and Zedekiah{two falſe. -prephets). 

om. the king of Babylon ro 6 <jl in tha fire. -( Eor;tbt Lord. God. ſhall, 
ib thee and call his ſeruants by anather ngme, } that is,. God will dif. 
ſolve the Fudaick, Church 8 {dt per ſo that his people ſhall: 
no! longer be diſcriminated, from the reſt of the wosld by the name; 
[ Few ] but by another new. name that which was- given at Antiech,; 
where the diſciples were. fir bri-ealied.G hriſtjanz by;which name ever. 
incethe people of the.Gog —_—_— have been.called,and difle., 
renc't;/rom all other people, upon the. face; of; the: earth, :{-That, he 
x ho.bleſſeth himſelf in the earth, ſball bleſſe bimſelf in the God of truth -. 
and be that ſweareth inthe earth ſhall ſwear by the, God of truth.” ] The. 
ſum gf-this whole Paroge þ is, breifly-this, You Jewes. boaſt. of, 
your; priviledges, lecigess 0 tmy cg yqu-qutof all. Nations to,be my Pes, 


| <li prople - and you pleaſe your ſelves with theſe conceits, thatif 
a 


alt,you off, I ſhall have. none to worſhip mejn.the whole. world, 1 
oil break my ,promiſe made: to eAbrabaw, But know.ye that 
Abraham hath anather ſced then.carnal Jews, and when caſt, you 
of L will-take the ſpirjtuall ſeed of Abraham his childrea by faith } 

my people; who ſhall be* known from. others by. the--name, 
Chris TO Yue aj ay wrong prank by.you ) 
in a corner ,of;t , d,. Fudge kg but.inhe- earth, for: che wttermoſh 
paxts of the eaxth. ſpall be my. paſſeſpan, and. whoſoever through the 
wide world, ap Ghriftian Pays: ſhalt call upon the name. of 
the true God, ſhall wk: themſelves.in phy Hewes and ſwear by bim as be. 
God ef ory 8. that Godefoy by .- aooſing ;gentile-belgevers: to-be 
bis people F210 S Fpthe AF 4: 998. 1969 Cafwity 3 Forah, I 
1710 Occ 4 - 

ox; 4 That SES whe fo md iv Erik, that was eh, prophets 
/ ; foretold 


(s) 


foretol ſhould: be.done (in the time of the, Goſpel by: the 'Lores 
as an-evidence of their converſion unto the Lord, may law- 
Firb bedone by Chriſtians. 
pi the ſpirit.of Ghriſt which was in the prophets: foretold. Foo is 
thetime- of the Gofpel,..the.Lords people ſhould ſwear, by his DAYGy 
83.20 evidence-of theis converſion unto the Lord. 
Yeu a Chriſtian may lawfully ſwear by the Logs Name, 

e- major is beyond all polhibility. of doubt,. if it be conſidered 
how it is limited, for I do not ſay, that. whatſoever the prophets fore» 
told ſhould.come to;paſſe, may lawfully be done. (for I know the 
foretold the treafou of Fadas, 'the Jewes. rejeing of -Ghrift," &6, y 
but, that whatſoever they.foretoldſhouldibe done as a ligne of grace; 
as an evidence of their conyerſion that do it, be :doge without 
fa: For ſin cannot be an.evidence of grace z —_ of darkneſſe cans 

not demonſtrate him-that does.them-to be a childe of-light, The-truth 
emer ls leur from Jſaiah 45.23 ;/ have ſworn by:my ſelf, 2he 
Wi £one. out of. my month. in rightrouſurfſe;;-and FARE not retwrs 


never. be on d) chat unto me every kn W,QVELy tongis- 
ſongs, From which Text tbat ] may mami - - an feitihe dongle rank 
ef cach branch of my aflumption, Let be obfexyed.:.- - -, 
'x.. That this #200 elic is to xeceive its accompliſhment. i in; -gofpeh 
times.: ay God ſpeaks here co:rbt;ends af the- earthy; bidsrhemJdotk, ey 
ved, promiſeth ſalvation\t0-4be, er leti».zhe 
Fs the SE to come ne 0 ſwenreth, &r) hae 
[ll unto him.Now the cadgo0 en T— 
not look to God;, were- not rought-nigh till. Goſpel-times; - per 
then not the gentile world,;butonely the Jextiſlvpeople, did bow the 
kyeeand ſiyear.:to the. Godof I/rgel, 401 Tareyuthne «Before, the 
coming of Chriſt andthe. Benplrs Goſpsl,: 6 mans 
without Gad, aliens and rangers to the Tree Shojuliieel, 
Covenants of promiſe, 4 ar off .&c: Ephefea,lin & 64 ; 
2, That ſwearing to the Lordi is here prophelicd of,.as en 
ſervice and. homage,. by the:. performing: whereok geatile-converts 
werejo declare-their SW IRE. of ,,and! lna-t9 the true fo3. 


St Sue Woienny $ Yer}; Ty FRSAea Ee of of 


ag Je vero owe. [uhh 15 (2H6; all 
ve, nations areto d A: 05 it iS VFIRECN, ds-T live 
bow to 2 ve, aud every tongue ag 4 | 


{ Jaith the Lord ) + every kuee e ſhall 


*& 


\ (6) 
$9 God, Tt wers blaſphemy. againſt the H5ly Ghoſt to ſay, that t 
Apoſtle perverts the wa eg but he knowing the minde of 
the Sandi in this text, renders that word in the prophet, [.e: wiſe 


ſhall ſwear, ] ( which denotes eminent act of favidg 
&a word which comprehends the whole fervite of Got 
plying that ſwearing by the Lord'is one part of divine wort a 
ſo eminent «part confeſſion toGod, as it virtually contains all 0. 
ther aQts-of fuch confeſſion; and that we confefſe our beleif jn, and 
\ubjeCtion'to the true God, as: _— drwoin of his name, ag bi 
RL Cer an _— perform to him, Brei 
plain ſenſeof the' prophe Paul prone thjs text, is *» 
That asthe a geogine; he 2 NE th roakrog ns 
ſerved nb idols, conſeſſing theinito be Gods,by ; bowing 
' by ſwearing to them): ſo after Chriſtscalling th : pentites 5 KO 
. dience of the true God, manſhould turn from idols, & acknow 
"the living G01 to be, what his hamies ang attributes imporr, in 
| AN powerful, ce. by'transferting unto him thoſe Gin 
' hanours, of bowing the kiiceand ſwering, ich before their cow 
verſion, they confer'd upon falfe Gods. 
3. That God himfelf fwears by himſclf (then which infinite wif 
. dom cannot devife # more more oo oath) thatthe Gentile-Churchy 
well as the Jewiſh 'by fwearing to the Lord maly 
. CoM mr we Moatins,' M4 Mo inounbterdd 
Tarn wee my rw wneo the heirs of the promife if 
} of” 'this lus' Councilf' and predetermination, that 
Chriſtians Pn eh kinde of divine ſervice : and. 
givothem- ſure ep, Adio of 
60 = $ ks 
oforgeAs cobbler i, LE 
- yet Yo A, Te Hh rare 
prevaning wit d teprobate-minded-men 
prong wil eh Mine before them : -forhow can Thopen 
_GoKyine him with the rod # reaſoning, who dare reafan againit 
Gods 6uth -Howbeiz; "matter: t9& whith God here ſwears 
(26 wit;-that utder h& Goſpel! ine that, -in token of their conver- 
fiorrtotheliving Ge; fwcartohny =*#-r54 y be more; plain ; I ſhall 
pooeRes thereof 6t of 19.18. &c. Is that ay ſhall 


6 Ciyes inthe ind of Eyype fpenkibe Ianguage of Canaan; ati 2 few 
Wwe 
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(7) 
tbe Lord of hoſts : There fhattbe an altar torhe Lord in the mideſt of the > 
Ladef Egipt, and apiller to the Lord at the border. therrof. it 
Phu bo for « figne and for a Witneſs unto the Lord of hoſts in the land of 
Peope. For ns / ory cry jorro the Lord, aud eng thew a Saviour. . 
And the Lord ſhell be known to Egigr, and the Egiptians fhall know 
thy Lord in that day, and ſhall ao ſacrifice and_oblation, yea, they ſhall 
Yow «Vow untothe Lord and perform ir, andibe. ſhall be entreated of 
thew, and ſhell heal chem, Upon whichtext I note.. | 
© 1, Thatthis prophefie concerns Gofpell-times, Onias indeed that 


wock-high-prictt, all this prophefie to Prolomy Philomerer, and 
app! be fcomplifuren + ok rrotharmodk: yon - how? 
at Heli in invitation of that ar:Feruſaleys, Foſeph. Anriq.h.x3.c.6, 
| SN bhcreer and fober Je x: fog himfelfin tis. 


wiſh wars (1. 7 6..30. ) ſeems to approve of that mterpretation. 
uthow wide fuch Expoſitars were of themark of truth, and how 
umppticaÞle this Prophefie is ro any time, but that when &gype was . 
fed by the preaching of the Gofpelt to the acknowtedgement of ' 
thetrae God, hath abundantly been demonſtrated by Euſedins in his . 
Demonſty atio Evaigelica, and the reſt of the antient Chrittian &poto- 
, upon thefe reaſons. | | 4 
1, Oteretet analtarin Egyp: out of a factious oppoſition to 
the true high prieft Simeen and the Fersſs/om-Jewes of his cammuni- 
0h, and occafioned a ſchiſm from the Fadews Church, as Feſephms | 
confeſſeth : "Bell. Fud. 1.7. c. 50. Burthe cffet of erecting the: altar 
mentioned im this praphefie. was the uniting the Egyptians and |. 
es into one Church, verſe.23. Is char day (when this altar. 
be ereted to the Lord inthe _—_ - Fore, Y there ſhall - ar 
wh way out of Egipt.to Aſſyria, ang the Aſſyrians ſhalt come into 
5x YER: Ar and the E 65. ſballferue( the LOT ? 
wb the Afſyrians. In that day fall 1ſracl be the thixd with © gypr and 
Aſyria, even a bleſſing in the midſt. of the land : .whym the Lord of 
hoſts ſhal bleſs, ſaying, bleſſed be Egipt my people, and Afſyria the work, 
ef myhand, 224 Ifracl mine inberitance, © Nunc Chriſta regnante torus | 
wundys nno altari contentas eff - ( Oupolampad. ') now under Chritts . 
kingdom the whole world is content with onealtar. | 
2,. After Gad had chofen out 'Feru/alem for the place where he 
would beworſhipt, the Jewes were prohibited by the Moſaicalt law - 
tafacrifice any where bur there; Aud therefore.all the: ſacrifices that: 
| WCIE © 


_ 


' 
| 
t , 
f þ 


alſo of the Law. 
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6) 

were offered. upon. the altar, that Qnias ereted--in Egept; were ax 
abomination tothe Lord.. But God promiſeth in.this' text, to have 
reſpect unto the oblations offered upan this altar, whether by fo 
or Gentile ; and therefore the.acceptable ſacrifice - and. oblations hey 
mentioned, can be no other, theh. that pure.oblatwn,. which after the 
eoroing of Chet fhoald every Whene be offered. when, Gods nas 
thould'be greatamongh the Gentiles, Mal.1, 11. Northe altar hey 
ſpecified any other then that which S. Paul mentions, Heb. 3. 10, 
hve au altar whereof they have no right to eat, which ſerve the rabergs. 
&e.; that. is,, Chriſts 'Table-throne of grace, .whexcon. we offer ty 
God his Creatures of bread and wine, and in, the Sacramiental yſe 
of them, celebratethe commemoration. of Chrilts. one oblation of 
himſelf once made for all, and, our ſelves unto God, as a living. 
crifice, together with our contributions of charity. @ ſacrifice where. 
with Godis well-pleaſed. -Reſpondeant Fudei, lege preceprum of u 
altare non fiat, niſi inloco,, quem elegerit Dew, & huſtic tantum 4a ſq 
eerdotibus Leuitici generis.immolenture[Ecce, F.ſaias aperte d:cet gy 

£2 1pt1; colens Denm & hoſtias ©&- mumera offerant" S1 eAgiptii Seer: 
datium-habeant ; impuetur & in illss Pauls.teſtimunium dicentis :tranſs 
to Saterdotio, neceſſe eſt ut legs tranſlatio fiat, Hieronymus #7 lecuy, 
Let the Jew, if he can, anſwer this, ſaith S, Ferowe, In the Lay 
there was a Rrecepty that no- altar- ſhould be ſet up but in the place 


that God ſhould chovle ; apd thar the beaits ſhguld be ſacrificed oi 


by the Price! | 
Fayeier: th L offer ſacrifices and oblations ; If the Egyptians have 
2 Prieſthood, that Teſtimony of S. P,wl.is fullfilled in them, ſaying, 
If the Prieſthood/be changed, there muſt of necefiity be a change 


i oÞ-Levies {tock.z. Butlo _Eſaias faith. plaigly, that the 


; *3., Not the Egyprians but the, Jews ſacrificed onthat, altar which 
On4as erected ; but upon the-altar. to. be ercQed, according to the 
tenure of this prophehie in Egrpe, the Egrprians were to do ſacrifice 
and make oblation unto the Lord. . AE 
..4. During the continuance of the Moſaical law and the ſtanding of 
O12 hjs. temple and altar in, Egipe, and'before'the ereCing of-the 
Chriſtian altar and the andard of Chriſt in Egzpr, the Egiprzans cried 
for Calyation unto. their Jdols.not unto the Lord, made vows to theft, 
ſwareby thew:* they [pake the language of the beathen not of Ca- 


. 4442 7 neither had they a Saviour ſept unto them, till God ſent Ct 
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| (9) 
'toblefſe them. Nor did Iſrael, Egipr, eAſſyria,- and other gentites 
ſerve God togethes® in the communion of one Catholick Church. Nor 
- did God blefle the Gentiles ( as he. promiſeth- here he would -bleiſe 
the Egrptians and eAfſyrians ) by the name of his people, rill Chriit 
took dow® the partition-wall,, made of twain( Jew and: Gentile ) 
one bodie, and called them a peop | 
ple of God.. It is manifeſt out os. Ferom, { upon this text ) who 
converſt with the Paleſtine: Jewes, that their Expolitors applyed 
this text to the dayes of the Meſfias : but when our: Apologiſts upon 
that conceſhion proved the bleſſed Jeſus to be'the Chriſt; ſome of 
themapphliedit to the end of theworld: at whattime they conceive 
their Meſtias will come,upon the very ſame miſtaken ſcripture-texts, 


- upon which our Millenaries ground their expectation of Chriſts per- 


ſonal reign. | : 
. 2+ I note from this propheſie ; that ſwearing to the Lord: is here 


' commended as a ſigne, witnefſe, and argument of:Fgiprs converſion 


tothe Lotd of hoits : eLnd it ſhall be for a ſigne and for a witneſſe to 


' the Lord in th: land of Egipt, thart'is, it ſhall be'a withefſe that-the 


land of Egipr is become the Lords inheritance, -that the- Egiptians 
have dedicaced tnemſ-1 ics to the Lord : that he is their God and- they 
his people, [Ir ſhall be for a ſigne] this -hath relation/to the whole 
clanſe afore-going : not onely ro the pillar'ereed,: whicts is menti- 
ond immediatly before;as if the fenſe were{” this pillar ſnall be figne] 
for the altar inthe midit of £gipr, the Egeiptian Cityes, ſpeaking the 
language of Canaan, and their {wearing to the Lord, are'as much 
fignes as that : Nor doth the prophet ſpeak in. the plural number 
E:theyiſhas be ſignes ] as if he meant the twolla't particulars joyn'd/by 
aconjunction .copulative, the altar and the pillar, butin the fingular 

It ſhall be'a figne that is, the whole ſeries of thoſe divine'difpenz 

ations ; when the .Egiptian cityes ſhall. ſpeak the” holy: language, 
when they ſhall ſwear to the Lord, erect an altar and pillar to-the 
Lord, this ſhall be aſigne of £gipes ſubmitting to:Chriſts ſcepter. Nz- 
bil alud wjjilt , quam mutatum cultum idolerum& tranſlatum in honerem 
De: Oecolam.in locum. the meaning of all this is, that-divine honour 
and worſhip which they had given to their idols;they ſhouldalter the 
propertie thereof, and transfer it to the true God; Is any thing more 
obytous then that Egyprs ſwearing, erecting. altars and pillars to I- 


- dols, wasafigne of her owning tha Idol Gods 2-or that £gipts 


ſpeaking 


% 


le that were not formerly the peo- — 


Fo (10) 
_ peaking the lavgyage of Gods people, ſetting up ah altar and pill 
| pay AY making vowes and. paying them , her offeri 
ſacrifice and oblations tothe Lord, were trophyes. of Chriſts victory 
over Eqipr, and ſignes of Egyprs ſubmiſhon to Chriſt : with what 
ſhow of reaſon then can we pw, oa the Loxd out of the - 
. catologue 9f- theſe ſignes, ſceing that is ſpoken with the fame breath, 
belongs to the ſame thing, and therefore muſt be put in the fame. 
ca'e, andbe interpreted, ( AMorumentam, &:profeſſiopublica quam 
Egiptis  flutnent ad teſtandam frdgn &- communionem ſuam cim De 
& Ecdleſiaris, Junius in lecum.. as well as any of the reſt : Amony; 
mentand publick profeſſion which the Egipriens were to erect to. 
reſiify there faith and their communian with God and his Church, 

2.; Swearing to the Lord ig in this Text made a. branch of ſpeaking 
the language of Canaan. They ſhall ſpeak, the language of Canaan, 
etervirles par atiudle wi, ſwearing by the name of the. Lord, 2s: the au- 
thentick Tranſlation of the Say izt renders. it, which Chriſt and. 
the Apaſtles perpetually u inal their quotations of the Old Te 
Rtament, «gs that: which'had been current through the world: for above . 
200. years before Chriſts Incarnation, without contradiQtion of. the * 
Jewes,. and not ſo. obnoxious to adulteration afterwards, as the Hes: 

Copies were,. who were in the cuſtody of the Jewes alone, and . 
ih a.language whichnone underitoodbut themſelves: ; and therefore 
as-ajt to becorrupted,as the Jewes (out of an adiam to Chriſtian Re> . 
bgion-Ywere apt to corruptthem: as it is manifeſt they: have done in 
moſt of thoſe Texts which concern the Meffas;, thoug this.by:good. 
providence hath eſcap't their lime-twigg-fingers:. for the Hebrew 
now-extaht: retains the participle, jurarzes; So that-to ſwear by the.. 
Lordofi holts'ts to ſpeek the language of Cancer, that pure. lan» . 

'which &od: promiſed to reftore toall Nations. at the coming | 
of Chrift 4 Tharipure and nudefiled Religion which was at firſt reveal dre . 
mas 6 Parad:fe ; for beforc Chriitali Nationsbur the Jews, the inha-- * 
birants of Cancer, fware by other Gods, and ts fwear by the Lerd of , 
boſs was the prox #diom-of Fury,where that God was welt known. I . 
know Ferew hath a conceit that Nebackadnezzap after his. conquelt of | 
ohheeits colonic of /yrians & Arabians into certainEgiprien cities, , 
introduc't the- uſe of-their.tongue into thoſe Cityes ;- But he 
learntthisofthe- Jewiſh: tradirion-mongers ( of whom. he .was. too 
. Sreat:an-admurer, and through: his. credulitie. recciyed oſongics 
: | | | 11-86 
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(21) 
falſe aimes Jwho put this Expoſition upon: this clauſe,” on purpoſe, 
todivertitfrombearing witnelle to the truth-of the Goſpel. oo 
he muſt be @ very great ſiranger to the propriety of prophetick: 
| language, that knows not, that the language of iCanann imports in | 
their dialect the-ſpeaking after the mode and form of Gods, people, 
and that there fore. Zgepes foregoing. her native gentile-tongue, and 
uling the ſpeech of that -peaple, over whota God had 's peculiar - 
Soveraignty, iy ſwearing: 40 ina after their form, was a 1igne_ of 
Gods conquelt of the Egiproang,of his tranſlating them from his domi- 
pion of Satan-into the Kingdom of bis dear Son : ſo: farr is ſwearing 
bythe Lord of hoſts, orin the name of the true God, in caſes of im- 
&, from being a in, as it is «n evedence . of the Chriſtian 
worlds cotverſion to, and recognition of that God, + 
' erg. 5. The holieſt Chriſtian may lawfully, and laudably do 
that, which the ſpirit of Chriſt that ſpake by the prophets, hath made 
the doings of in Goſpell-times, the condition of Gods accepting 
But theſpirit of Chriſtin the Prophets-hathmade mens learning to 
þ fwcarby his naine, ſuch a condition, as-upon the fulfilling thereof, 
he will nuraber men amongſt his — accountthem his people 
thatdo , and root out and utterly deſtroy thera that do not learn to 
ſwear by his name. 
Therefore the bolicit Chriftien may lawfully ſwearby Gods-name, 
The major'is plain, for-it is'jmpoſſible-that God ſhould? tem 
men to ſn by making the committing thereof the cor dition; of 
prandand comprehenfliye promiſe, ſuch.as this is 'of being his- peo- 
plc- which includes all the benchts and priviledges of that relation, 
This were toalkure us to ſin-by Gronger motives then Satan-can poſ- 
fibly lay before us. ; Wy SM iQ ©74 To on cid iron fit 
{ The miner | prove from Fenty 12.16; And it ſhall-came topaſepber 
if they will diligently learn the ways of my people, to: ſwear tby my name 
. {inthisorthe like form?) the Lond bveth; ————— #0 
fwear by Baa), rherr ſhall they ber vuilt inn the medſt of my people ; out 4 
_ not obey, Twill tterly pluck up and deſtroy that vation, {ait 
Js, 72G $70 01,000 02:35 $1150 | Mt > 03 4 A 
' Itis beyond all poſſibility of rational doubt, that this Propheſie 
relates tothe] ttmevf the” Goſpel, for it is. direfted 10 the Gentiles, 
of wh ne Es ſwearby Bal, called -by Gen, 
| | 2 | od 
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brs evil neigbbonrr, verſ.14.' that is, Nations: bordering upon Fudea, 
his own inheritance, his own land, ' whom he blames for touchi 
the inheritance which he had cauſed his people of 7/raetto inherit, 


thar is, for turning the: Jews out, and taking to:their own poſſeſſion . 


the Holy Land, as- did the Aſians and their confederates inthe 
Jewiſh Wars, the Samaritans, Phanicians, Ammonites, Edomites,&c, 
whomhe threatens to pluck out of their own-land, - as they had dri- 
venthe Jews out of theirs, and to pluck out the houſe of Fudab from 
amonz them : this God perform'd at their reſtauration from the Ba. 
bilonian captivity ; To: theſe Gentile-borderers (1 ſay ) God directs 
this threat, verf. 14. Thus ſaithtbe Lord againſt all my evil neighbours 
that have touched, cc. and this promiſe; ver/.15. And it ſhalt come ta 
paſſe, after that I have plucked thems 'out, I will return, and have com- 
paſſion upon them, and bring every man to hu heritage, and hu own land, 


After the racntion of which reitauration of thoſe Gentile-horderers, 


doth immediately foHow this promiſe, andsf they will learn the ways 
of n;y people, ro ſwear by myname, &c. This promiſe then.concerns thay 
time when God would return to,'and have compaſſion onthe Gen. 
tiles; when he would-call her beloved that was-not betoved,and then 
a people that was nota people, 'and is'made to: them jthat had with- 
drawn 7ſ/rael from the: worſhip of the true God to their 1dols,. in 
whom they had perſwaded them to put confidence, by whom thcy 
had taught them to ſwear,. in ſuch forms, as Baal lsveth, by the life' of 
Baal;&c.' and manifeſtly- imports: this fenfe. -'If as: you' Gentiles 
| have taught my: people (the Jews )' to Iwear-by: your : Gods; 
7 will tearn-of them ( whenthe law'ſhall-go. out of S702 into all 
the' world, by the miniſtry of the Apoſtles ) -to ſwear by my name, 
theniyou ſhall be built up amongſt my people. Yea, the matter of 
this promiſe being _— of the gentiles into the Church,the 
taying of them-as liying-itones in Gods ſpiritual temple, the build- 
ing of.them upon. the foundation of the Apoſtles and: Prophets in the 
midft of Gods, people :-.it could not 'polhbly take effeCt- while the 
artition-wall ſtood, nor have its accompliſhment till Chrift by. the 


bload of his Croſſe had removed the enmity, and making peace; had - 


reconciled both Jew. and Gentile unto God, in one.body.  Epheſ. 


2. 49. - 
>. Adilligent learning 
conditipn-of Gods promiſe of grafting the gentiles into the ſtock af 


to ſ wear by Gods name, 1s: heremade the . 
Abraham, 


(23) 
e; of his accounting them his ſpirituall ſeed, of bis' building 
themup amongſt his people, of his giving them.a name and a place 

in. his houſe : as being. that which is the way of Gods people, nay 

the ways of Gods people, the Old Teſftament-way and the New Te- 

tament way, of their proteſting what God they ferve, in: contradi- 
digtion to the ways of all other people; each of which ſwear by the 
name of that falſe God; whoru they gy Vag ſerved. and in di- 
{iintion from all other ways of conſeſling the true God: men may 

confeſs God in prayer, in thankſ-giving, in attendance upon the 
Wotd and Sacraments, and yet not glorihe him ſufficiently, in order. 
toGods accepting of them as true worſhippers, in-order to his. re-- 
utins them living-ſtones,fit to be laid inthe walls of his houſe, the 

Frrch 3: exceptto thoſe forementioned and all other wayes of ex- 

ſing their homage,they adde this, of ſwearing _ name, except: 

vithal they dilligently learn to acknowledge hi 


is. omniſciency,,, 
omnipotencie, juirice, and divine vengeanee, by appealing'to thoſe 
drcadful attributes, by ſwearing by his: fearſul name, when they are 
awfully. thereunto called, where this. moſt ſolemn. invocation of 
the divine majeity is denied him; he elteems all orhet acts'of invo-. 
cation not ſerious enough to oblige i.im that tenders them to a ſincere 
confeſſion : Men may. poſiibly difſemble-in their bare word-profef- 
fons-of God and his attributes, and therefore he puts Chriltians here. 
tothe utmolt trial of. their fincerity, by : this moſt'awful addreſs to 
him ;- He that (wears by his Name, calls:God fora witneſs:againft 
his ſoul,-dares him to his face; ctialiengeth-the divine 'vengeance' to- 
doitsworit, in-caſehe ſwear falfly:; and therefore God eiteems this. 
uthe higheſt and moſt auguſt aCt of Divine worſhip. that the crea- 
ture can poſhbly exhibite tohim,.andas that which eminently con-. 
tansiall others, and comprehends the'whole condition of the Goſ. 
jXl, all the-ways of Gods people confelling tohim:1; Hence S. Auſtin. 
mn Pſa,63.12.1nterprets, qui jurant. ineo, by iqui:fir- Chrifts.zne:, hc 
that ſwears by. him, that is, (ſaith he,') every profeit Chrittian: 
Nam juramentum ſumttur pro toto cultu ut in'Eſai,q5;23: jrrabit amis. 
lingxa; for ſwearing by God implies the whole worihip of: God, 
as1n Iſaiah ; Every tongnue:ſhall ſwear tome, \ntiich is the reaſon why 
he fngles ourthis leſion, as that which whoſo learns diligently,.ſhall 
have the benefir.of the book, be riambred4:wich:Saints; be wrirren. 
amongſt the living io Fersſalem,. be.built upas:a:livelyitone _ | 
miditc 


| (:14) 

' midit of Gods people z:.or if you willhave tin Davids phraſe, þ 
63.12. Everyone that ſwearerhbybim, fhudl glory. or (as the 5d 

giat is rendred in our wang, Lats commended as precious font, 
_ oppoſed to refuſe ſtones : But] overdo my undettaking, in-givay 
. zeaſoas, why God makes the ing of this icſſon, the condition 
this/prowiſe : It is ſufficient to juſtifie-fweaving by:Gods Name, ay 
the umputation.of ſin, thatithath pleaſed him, 20 make: the lea 
thus to ſwear, the conditiqn'of- his accepting 'as as ſincere diſcs 
of his ingrafting us 'imo his Evangelical Church, 7) 

3. The not learning'thoſe-ways of Gods Old and New-Teſbimby 

people, v ſwear by ys Name, the non-acceptance of 'this 

propoſal,..the non-attending to thoſe terms, the not-obſer vingy 
this condition, 'the tiot-obeymg Godiwobferringthecommeudill 
implicd, of —— learn the way of confclling y 
God, rendersmen obnoxious to the dint of this-fearful doom; | 
mil utterly. pluck, up and deftroy that nation, ſaith the Lord : whatey 
-Natioworgeneration of men, (be they Familiſts, Anabaptiſts,Cath, 
'riſts, Quakers) will notlearn dili to ſwear by the name of Gil, 
40fwearzhe Lordiiverk, and the like Chriſtianforms, they may pet 


haps bolſter one-another: up with vaia hopes, of Gods a 

them, with groundleſs preſumptions, that they are the q 
God; but God doth here rezect them, and diſmounts all theirproy 
confidences:; thoſe Babehbuildersarchitets of confuſion, may fire 
"then one anothers emr 9. their caſtlesin hear jn- ah 


-ting their Sodom-wines, but w ir backſlidings front the comm 
Aaithare multiplied tothe full ſum, . when their-mcaſure vf-apots 
cieis filled up, when God hath by theſe his ſeburges debated with 
meaſure with his Cburch, for her humiliation and purgarion, ml 
has done his:wark, his/whole work upon [mount $:99, that e's 
© tends to makethem inftrumentall zo 3-he will -pluck-up /all {v6 
Plants, pulldownall fuchbuildings, and atterty'deſtroy all.fu 
-people.  Hembrwillzorbold him guiltleſsthat takss bis 1ame- in viin, 
Will not let themeſcape unpuniſht, who will not learn -ro ſwear by 
it, in judgemens, rightwonſnefſe, and truth. They (ſhall periſh who 
icun foul upon this Seylis,xs certainly, as they who fall into thit 
iCaibd7. A truby=ſaridfifed/ conſticnce Reevs tv midille courſe bs 
twixttheſe extreams, 'and while it fears an' oath, in. vain and ptv- 


Fanc ſwearing, -afterthe guiſeof heathens, fears alſo not to = 
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(i5Y 
to fwearreliioufly by msname, 'To this 
eacd Frog mere. thoſe texts that 
| :but of: alſo-which are urged by the Quakers, 
whi —_—_— objedions. again(t this: propheticall 
whict the-holyMemwof God, who fpake as they were: moved 
Holy Ghoft , Nave thusphainly'debvered : which. that I may 
anke manifeft,. it will be requiſte that we take the mcafure of thoſe 
Sangelical Scriptures which are: forced to. ſpeak. agaznit the Pro» 


SECTION 1... 


The Texts which they commonly urge, are... ' 

So HMar.$.34. But I ſay unto you, ſwear 10t ar all, neither by heaven, 

' fo it is Gods throne, neither by Feruſalew,: &c.. But let your com- - 

* munication be yea, yen; nay;. nay'; for wharſorver is more rhes theſe, . 
"gometh of evill..- ” #7 e114 2 TE 
$;James 5.12. Above altchings, my brethren, ſweay nod at all, neirhey + 

' Wheaven, nov earth, noy any other oath, leſt ye fail into condemnation... 


$4.1,7FF 1 would argue ad bominew or ( in Solowone phraſe?) anſwer + 
/ 1 fool according to his folly 1 need give no other ſolution of - 
their paralogiſms grounded upon thefe texts then this + They deal.: 
with thoſe texts,as the devil did with that which he quoted to Chriſt, . 
Me.4.6. out of Pſa,g1,11, ' He ſballgivelvis angels charge over thees- , 
&#, For as he perverted that to damnable ſenſeby leaving out that 
entis]l part ofit,, In alltby ways, So theſe men wreſt theſe+porti- - 
ons'of Scripture, by making aitop-at ſwear nor ar all,; and leaving. . 
«t the words following, »either by heaven, ce,” which were fpo- :- 
ke with the ſame breath and are an efſential part-of the: ſentence : - 
viich entirely:ſtands: thus: ſweer not at ell, neither by! heaven: not - 
«th, &c. and- prohibits ſwearing: at all, by- theſe or: any: other - 
creatures. Bur What makes this againſt ſwearing: by-the Lord 7 here is - 
nthiap forbid, but whatwas forbid inthe tow, when ſwearing by. 
the Lord was not only:lawful, but expreſly commanded, as the obs - 
ors confeſle; and' is manifeſt from; Dexr. 6.13. and; 1029.:; Yet © 
then Fycaring by them that wero-not Godgwas — . 
ond ore. 
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(16) 

fore charged upon the Jewsas afin, -Ferem.5.7: how ſhall T pardonthy 
for this ? thy children bave forgotten me, and ſworn by them that arg y 
Gods, Heaven, Earth, Feruſalem,'&c. are not .God, and thereſgy 
Chriits forbidding us to ſwear by them or any other creature, ig oy 
ſitent-as well now as it.was farmerly with thecommanid of ſweating 
by the Lord.. And whereas they urge that of'S. Fames, nor any why 
eath, as if that made any.kingg of oath unlawful ; there is nothing 
more obvious to him that pioully ſearcheth the minde. of God in 
cred writ, then this obſervation : That there are many propoluigh 
laid down in _— terms, whoſe ſentence muſt be limited to the 
matter in hand, or elſe they manifeſtly contradiQthe light of nite, 
and other ſacred Texts. As, yhen!Chriitſaith, Fohn 10.8. Althe 
ever came before me were theives and robbers. If we expound that ſay. 


| ing, without any limitation at; all,” we! mult neceffarily thence 
infer. 


z\ tliat Zeſes and; the Prophets, and oh: the Baptiſt were 
thieves.., for . they came.\ before Chriit +. But if- -we- confine i 
tothe ſubject on. which, Chriſt diſcourſeth, viz. 1 am the door, th 
way, &c, then the ſenſe will be fogndas importing n> more hut 
this, . that all who.came before Chriſt, pretending that they were, 
the door, the way, that is; the Mefſias, the Chriit, or that great ſhey- 
herd, &c. were theives. When St. Paul ſaith, all things are layfu 
ferime, if, by a{things we vnderkand all things without exceptim, 
1,will: follow, - that: it "was Jawful for: him to {teal ,. lie, . ninrde, 
blaſpheme, and whatnot; when he ſaith, [ become «ll things to all ni, 
if we expound his words: without, limitation, the conſequence wil 
be, that he became a drunkard, an Epicure, an Athciit, an Apoſtate, 
to gain ſuch kind.of men.. Bur if we, limit thoſe- ſayings to. the! ſub 
ject upon which he treatethin thoſe. places,' the ſence -will/be ſuti 
as becoms the Apaſtle of the holy: Jeſus,viz; all things that God hath 
not prohibited, ſuch as 1 am-now-ſpeaking of, ate. lawful for ms, 
I am at Jiberty to do them, or leave them undone, as tiands 
with conyeniencie , ſo. far as. either 'Few, Grecian, or Barbarian, 
retain any. true principles; Lamtheirs, and urge thoſe principks 
as my oxvn,. upon them;zia order to my drawing them to.embraceiic 
gol; p Þ,, So when 'S. Faves ſaith, nor by any other oath, this univerſil 
mult be limited to the preceding words, viz.' ſwear not by heavens 
earth, and-contains a prohibition to ſwear by any other oath of thi 


ſort which 'he had named, but not any other fort of oath as bis 
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perjury is committed, inthe uſe of the name of an idol Excellent is 


9) 


forn-of oathis, which urge the lawfullnefſe of, for it is apparent 


Tat S,74ames dath here epitomiſe the ſaying of Chriſt in S. Marr. and 
having rgen'1»n'd ſwearing. by beaver or earch, he comprehends the 
remainder of Chriſts inſtances,/iearing by the temple, by Feruſalem,or 
the hair of our bead, in this abbreviation, or any other oath, as if he had 
Fad, ſwear not at_all, by heaven, earth, .or any other of thoſe.forms 
"of ſwearing, by tbe creatuie, that Chriſt forbad the aſe of,"in his Ser- 
'mon'on the mount, -when he publiſht his royall law., or indeed by 
any form of that kinde. : From the bare letter therefore of theſe texts, 
pong can be.inferred contradictory to my aflertion, for they prohi- 
bifwcaring by any creature, and I maintain the lawfulneſs of ſwear- 
ingby the Lord of all creatures : and to them that ick inthe hark of 
the words themſelves, as the Quakers do,noother;anſwer-need be 
given to itop their mauths, but this. | ee. 

© Sel,2., But that I may ſatasfie perſons of more ſober mindes, and 
ſpeak the. whole and naked truth, cx avimo, 1 give this-as the full 
an] adequate anſwer toall fanatickxeaſonings from theſe-Fexts, a- 
gainlt ſolezan and reverential ſwearing, that.Chriit and S, Fames are 
fofar from prohibiting.the reverential uſe of Gods name in folema 
oaths, as they ctabluh it , while they forbid allirreverentiall ſwear- 
ing, by ſo much as Gods creatures, forbid to ſwear at all,; though 
he but by the creature lightly, and in common. diſcourſe, upon 
this reaſon, becauſe he that ſwears by heaven , | ſwears by him 
whoſe throne it. is ; he that ſwears by/carth, ſwears by him whoſe 
footitool it is, be:2uſe, though Gods name be not expreſly. menti- 
oned.in ſuch forms of oaths, yet rip implicd, and therefore we are 
notto uſe. ſuch forms.in our common ſpeech,any more then the name 
of God himſelf, which inthe opinion of all but profeſt Athieſts, is 
not to be {worn'by,. but with reverence, and jn extreme neceſſity; 
For the removal of ambiguity and ſtating the caſe, before'l came to 
prove this aſſertion, let ze premife theſe obſervations, 


1, The Scriptures make a wide difference betwixtſwearing bythe 


trucand ſwearing by af; oC, in.point,of lawfulneſſe :but none 
in point. of the gbligatorineſs of. the oath z becauſe he that ſwears by 
a falſe Gad does conceive-hunto be, the.trur, and under that notion 
appeals to his heart-ſearching Snowiedge, emnipotency, &c. and 
therefore the true God interprets.it as an afiront offered to him, when 


that 


is > os; RS rteces. theatres et. 


OY 
by e- 


CY IYITREOASSC Sr OE TING Ione Sf cli on 6 NP. CEE. A. iz ELL oo IL ATES o- _ 
A —C out ” prunes 4 - TS NIN 
ITE ">. «104 me 7 ON IOLY £4 .— PI 
PEAS oO 1 = =: 2 WY Odo! rae ad eo 
% 


. \Lt8) 

that obſervation of the imitator of S:lomon, Wiſdowe 14.28. The 
-worſhippers of idols do :zhrtie forſwear themſelves, for inforuch. 4 
their truſt is in idols which have no life *' thongh they ſwear falſlie, yy 
they look.nor th be burt © Hemebeit for both ng ſhatl they be juſtly pun 

'e# both becauſe they th:ught not well of God, giving heed to sdcls ; ; 
alſo unjuſtly ſwore in' deceit , afpiins Folinefs ; Foy it #'nitth 
Þþ wer of thens- by whom they ſwear, but it 1 rhe juſt vengeait 
of finhers , thit puniſhejth alwayes the offence of the ungody', 
-underitand him t6 = of the Athietical Idolatcr;, for as to.th 
fupetititious Pagan, he thinks that Fdol hefwears by to'be a puliy. 
deed ; frorſies perjurus es qnin pov iliad ts phtas falfom od: 
Ault dt verb.apoft,Ser.28, thou art altogether perjured, becanic thy 


{weatelt- fallly by that which thon thinkeſt is holy. Hence, as Jud; 
cious Grotius obſcrves, the people of God would never ſwear by 
the Gods of the Gentiles, but if they, with-whora they made cor- 
traby oath, could hot be induced to ſwear otherwiſe, themaſelvg 
would {ſwear asftfiey ought ) by'the true God, and take an oh 
from the gentile, ſuchas could be had : which yet they looked upon 
tO be agpood & ſecurity, in reſpect of its. obliging the genti!es cen: 


ſcience, as their ſwearing by the true God was, in reſpect of its ob. 
licins thetrconfcience : as'we: ſee in the covenant betwixt Lakn 
and Facod,' where Laban ſwore by the God of Childea, but Facob þ 
the frav of bis father Tſanck., to putit beyond all doubt, that he [wore 
not by that God whom Naher; Terah, and even. Abram himſelf wor: 
{hipt, before his caff out of Chaldea ; for Tſaack never fear'd vr 
ſerv'd other God but him, who made heaven and earth ; and yt 
he accounts Labays oath to oblige Leban to the performance! of the 
covenant betwixt them, as well-ashis oath did/ oblige himſelf,” Get 
31-93. Hence that ſaying of Sophelet in his 'Hippaltayria the wink 
is incited by ſwearing dilipently'to at 
and to off ind the Gods ; and that of Cicero, Orc. 3. quod affirmare que 
fs Deorefte promnſſeris, 3dtenendum eft : thou. muſt k,ep that which thou 
poſitoviely promiſe; before God'td wirnefſt. Nene perjury-amungft the 
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ance never permits t6 ellep# Supt (ft, and-which Tometimes Gol. 
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: 2. As to the forms of \Weafthg5 whether: Gods name be exprelly 


mentioned inthem or only iftiptied, by mentioning ſome of his crea- 
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(.19,) 
tyres, With reſpec to-him-: as when we cal[-6arth or heaven; &c;. to 
bear witneſs to what we ſay, I do not finde any difference made be- 
twixt theni, cither in point of lawfulneiſe or obligation, by the peo- 
pleof God; or God himfelf, in any age, cither.tiat before the law, 
or that under the law, or this uuder the Goſe'. So far were the Old- 
Telament-Sajn:s from. thigking the uſe of ſuch like forms( wherein * 
ot God but the creature, with relation to God, was named.) to be 
prohibited by, and a tranſgreſſion of that divine law.Deut.6.13. Theu 
ſhalt fear the Lord thy God, aud ſerve him,and ſhalt ſwear by his name, 
that us, onely, as our Saviour expounds that text, 2far.4.10, As the 
bolyett of them never ſcrupled to uſe fuchforms themſelves, or 
yethe lea hint of their diſguiting that praQiſe in others. The 
.good Shane ſware bythe life of Es, 2 King.4.30; 4s the Lord 
lnah,ana as " ſoul ivith ; Eliſha by the life of Elijah, 2 King, 2.2. 
Hannab by the life of Elte,1 Sara. 1,26, As thy ſoulliveth my Lard I am 
the wowan. Abner by the life Saul, 1 Sem,i7.55; As thyſoul liverb, oh 
King, 1cann:t tell, Abigail by the life of Da? 1 Sam.25, 22. eA5 
the Lord liveth, and as.thy ſoul liveth : Uriah by the life-of David, 2.54, 
1,11. Per ſalute tnam & per ſalutem anime twe non ferzem bancrem; 
Iythy heaith, and by thy ſouls health, 1 will net do th:s thing, . It were 
endlcfle to give all the 1nitarces that offer themſelves. | 
Andif the New-Te'tament-Church had not beep of the ſame per- 
ſwabon, viz. that ſuch kindes of Oaths are not compriſed in the pro- 
hibition either of e FZoſes or Chriit, S, Paul at rot 4 let that 
form fall from his pen, 1 Cor.15.31. 18.1ay nps]6egs xevaquarr, I proteſt 
your TENNGIgs or more properly, 1 ſwear, Ambziguitatem (37 4Cu6s 
ermo 150% as S. Auſtin well obſerves, Serm. 28, #n verb. Apoſt. 
The greek text reraoves all ambigutty, for #1 in that tongue is a note. 
of ſwearing , v1 Jia per Fovem , 1i.99r, per Deum.; you converſe 
{faith he) daily with Grecian; ang od off you cannot ſpeak nor 
underitand greek, yet this you underitang, that a' Grecian fears 
when you hear him ſay,» 94'y ; and therefore let none of you doubt 
but that the Apoſtle ſwears, when you hear him ſay, »7 Thy 8 Vxncu7 , 
Iſwear by yeur rejoycing + Nor would the Priyztive Chriztians, (who 
(under the Pagan perſecutions, )rejoyced to fuTer the moſt cxquiſite 
toxments that witty malice could invent, xather thea be perſwaged 
to ſwear by the heathen gods, or the Gex:i of the Emperours, ) have 
ſworn ( without the leait KTuPE: of canſcience) þy the nel 
S_ hn | + 


(20) 
Of "the Emperour ; (as Termllian in his-Apology for-them'4«. 
Paint the Gemtles; gap. 32.) afſurcth us they did. Sed'& juranuy- 
'Tur non per genius Caſarum, ita per ſalutem corum que eſt anguſtior on. 
nibus genits ; We donot onl y pray forthe Emperors health, butwe 
alſo ſwear. by it,” which is a far more ſacred form of oath, then that 
which you-Gentiles uſe, when you ſwear by the Emperours.Genz, 
andtherefore we refuſe to ſwear in that form,” becauſe we Chriitiang: 
know, that they are devils whom you call Geriz; [But yet we ſwear 
by the health'of the Emperour,: which is more worth” then: all the. 
Genis. The form of the military oath which Chriſtizn Soldierstook 
even tn Conftantines time, is this laid downiin Yegerins : Per Mn 
jeſtatem Imperators que ſecundum Denm generi humana diligenda eſt & 
colenda; By the Majeſty of the Emperour, which accordmg ro Gods Or- 
dinance humane kinde- onphr.to love and reverence : 16 we would not! 
therefore incurr that guilt, of condemning. the generation of- the- 
righteous, that. have been in all generations, ; which the man after 
Gods heartdeprecates 5 we-muit ſubſctibe to this, that in ſuch forms 
of ſwearing, though we name ſome creature, . yer we ſwear not ul. 
timately by that creature, but by that God whoſe creatnre it is: 


Hence 5.e Auſtin Serm.28.5in verb. Apoſt, qui pcr lapiden jurat (i falo 

ſum jurat perjurus eſt, non te audit lapus loguentem, ſcd puniz Des fae 

lentem. \ He that ſwears by a ſtone, if he _ falſly is perqurer, the 
e 


ſtmmaingeed to ſpeak properly does. nor hear thee ſprak;ng, but Golf 
bears thee forſwearing; and puniſheth thee for thy 'couſenage, asf 
the ſtone by which thou-ſwaredſt had heard thy -words, and repet- 
cuſts them mto the ears of Gvd -- alluding to that of Foſhna,cnap.24. 
27. Behotd this ftonc ſhall be'a witnefſe unto us, for it bath heard all the. 
words of the Lord which he ſpake unto ws; &c. But what need I call in 
[umane; when we have as plain divine” Teitimony of this Truth as 
can be expreſt by tongue, -given'in by Chrift himſelf, f7ar.23.21.. 
Whoſo ſhalt fwerr oy the temple, ſweareth by it, and by him that dwelleth 
therein ;' aud he that ſhall ſwear by heaven, ſweareth by the throne of God, 
and bm that ſitteth thereon.” © | | 

' 3. Butthe Phariſeesmade f9 great a difference betwixt-theſe forms 
of ſwearing, 'in point of obliging the conſcience of him that ſwore 
to a performance of promiſſory, and to ſpeaking .the truth in afſer- 
tory - oathes; - as+to- teach 'that ſwearing in any forme but that 
which they called.Corbarg-0rthat wherein God was expreſly-named! 
+ S : . - 
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(27) 
di tot bring-him-that took it into an obligation of performance. , 
This firange doctrine of theirsis fully ſtated, and ſubſtantially con-- 
futed by our Saviour, A445; 23.16. Wo unto you blinde guides; which- ' 


. ſay, whoſoever ſhall ſwear by the temple, it is nothing ; but he that ſha# 


ſwear bythe gold of the temple, ar by the gift that 15.01 the altar, be is a. 
debtor, that 19, obliged to pay bis wows... By the gold of the temple they 
did-not meanthat wherewith the temple was overtaid ( for: that was. 
a-part of the temple, and-as blinde as theſe guides-were, they could . 
not be ſuch ſtark-mad fools, as to think ſwearing by a part was more 
binding then ſwearing by the whole; ) butthatawherewith'the tems ' 
pry v as-endowed, a part being put for the whole; gold;.: 
merges filver, and other donatives belonging tothe ſacred trea* 
ſury, whether they: were already*brought 'in thither;- or latd up by 
order of the Sanhedrin in other places: ({ as for-more ſafety the ſacred 
pole-money orhalt-ſheke], which every 1ſraelite*paid every year fot 
his ſou], to the uſe of the temple; was in times of--war depoſited. in - 
ſome ſtrong-hold, till a ſufficient <onvoy could be procured to bring 
intothe ſacred treaſury, either whole or in parcels, as they had oc-- 
cahon' to-employ it; either in repairing-the'temple; orinbuying of 
ſacrifices, Foſeph. Antig.:l;14.c.12.) or but ſo much as-was tevoted 
tothe temple by vow, though not-yet paid into thecollteCors hands; . 
of which we have a notable inftance, Mark.,p.11, But ye ay; if a man: 
ſhall ſay to his father 'or mother, 'it is Corban, that is to ſay, 4 yife by; 
phat/oever thou mighteſt beprofited, he- 15-free rom the=duty of relie= 
ving his indigent parents, and you (uffer him no moye to do ought fer hi 


father or mother ;- that is, if & mans-parents in their neceſſity'ſhall-ask 


the honour-oftmaintenance and beg relief of his ſon : if his ſon-ſhall. 

fay, Oh father,that whicti thou defireft me to rekive theerwith, is - 
aigift, I have conſecrated-it by+ vow. tothe ſacred: treaftiry, and - 
am obliged to pay it thither, and therefore+cannot without facril8gi- 

ous perjury divert it to thy maintenanee. Fheophraftns-as he'is quoted - 
by Foſephnu againit Appron,l.1.. makes mention of-this Oath; zepC4ror + 
6:15 dye, by Corban , or the gift, as-ſacred among the Jews; and 
therefore amongſt other peregrine forms of ſwearing forbi&-by the 
laws of the Tyrians, door-neighborstothe Jews: The 'Phliriſces-( I 
ſay ) taught, that Corbav the/gifts of the teniple; 'andigifts-uporrthe 
altar,” wereſo ſacred, as-whoſoever did-ſwear by- them, became. 
thereby a debtor, that is, was obliged to performance ;; — : 
Wh Gm 


(22) 
* tie onely farm of oath wherein the name of God was not expreſt, 
which they eteemed binding ; as to all other forms whether by the 
temple or altar, by heaven vr earth, or-any creature, in cither of 
' £1em macn might bandy' them, at pleaſure, without the lealt regxerof 
conſcience, or purpoſe of perforaung them. 
From this. dorine, their Proſelites were drawn into an opiniag 
that they mightcall heaven and all therein, fave God himſelf ; ganh 
and all thercin ſave Corban to bear witnelſe of tieir lincerity in me 
King oath, by theirnames, and yet {till remain .as free from oblige 
tion to -perform thoſe! oaths, as if they had not ſwore at all, but 
. onicly paſt their bare. word : and; from this opinten into a cultome 
of  larding thejr common, diſcourſe with all ſuch. oathes, .as if they 
- had been no more then oraaments:of ſpeech, then flowers of Rhe. 
torick;as if ſwearing by heaven had not implied ſwearing. by him that 
dwclls therein, Furejurando ſupplentes orationem { Philo Fad. de deca- 
. logo.) quaſi non ſatzns efſe mit lam relinquere, Sceptram non putat efſe 
'Deos Cas the Poet ſpeaks of a perjur'd King, ) He did not think that 
ſwearing by his ſcepter, was ſwearing by God, who put the ſcepter 
i2to his hand ; GurvJaire ws 4; 2325 dMe.ive ih 335 Grurv (48 oApd- 
bonius m Phileſtratus, 1.6. cenſured Socrates : ) He did not think that 
when he ſware by a cock or gooſe, and ſuch creatures, he ſware by- 
their Creator, but did purpoſedly chooſe to ſwear by ſuch things, 
thathe might.natbring himſelf under an obligation to kcep his oath, 
oy conceived he. nut have done, if he had ſworn expreſly by 


4. This being the 'ftate of the malady, the great Phyſician of 
fouls applys hirafelf to the contutation of the opinton .which bred 
and fed.it, in the 23, of $./Matthew, where he:refels that Phariſaical 
gloſſe, which made yoidthe Law of God: and in the x. of S. Mar- 
- chew, he decriegthe eutom of their Proſelites, groyndedupon that 
gloſle, nay'indeed the aeral cuitom of the Jews inour Saviouts 
tire ; for the Phariſees being reputed the Puritans of that time, the 
ſtritet fect amongit-them, 1t cannotbe atherwiſe deem'd.in.reaſon, 
-but their doctrine, and the Diſciples practiſe, had a general influ- 
xnce upop a}l thar woyld ſeem nicely religious, and made this di- 
{eaſe of commbpn ſwearing, by heaven, earth, temple,:or any cre# 
ture, but the Corban, -in a manner Epidemical ;. and we inde the 
Sciibes and:their Scholars, asdeep-in $his mirc as the Phariſces ; for 


Our 


 - (23) Eo 
our Saviour joytis them both together in preaching up this nice di- . 
ftinion, betwixt ſwearing by the temple, or altar, and ſwearing 
by the gifts of the remple, or gifts upon the altar ; this lalt form of 
ſwearing they accounted binding, but the firſt as nothing ; to ſwear 
the templethey ſaid was nothing,” they taught that that was rot 
fycaring by God,” and therefore did nof make him that ſwore, a , 
debtor by oath, to the performance of his word + That Epidemical: 
practiſe, I ſay, of ſuch cuſtomary ſwearing by Gods creatures with- 
out any reſpect to God (as if this had been ho appeal: tothe Creator, 
and as it were a pawning of thoſe inviſible things of God, of which 
themeaneft of his handiworks bears the imprelhon Y which this do- 
Orine drew after it, is that to which Chriſt adminiſters's remedy ini 
this prohibition, wherein Kt forbids ſwearing in our otdinary; con- 
verſe, by the micaneſt creatnre ( arid by conſequence much more by 
the name of God himfelf, though he mention not that form of ſwear- 
ing, becauſe the Jewes never [ware by that name -but ſolemri oaths. } 
but not a reverentiall ſwearing when we are lawfully thereunts cal- 
led, For the evincing the truth and ſutablenefſe of this, applying. 
Chriits prohibition to common and not ſolemn ſwearing, I ſhall pro- 
duce arguments taken from thoſe very.paſſages in both the forementi: - 
onjed texts, which the Quakers wrelt to the favoring of their contrary 


opinion. i | 6.368 | 
The. 7.. That Chri't prohibits oaths-in tamimon. ſpeech onely, is- 
manifeſt from the kinde of oath that that law ſpeaks of, whicti Chrilt 
clears from the falſe gloſſe of the Scribes and Phariſees, .e Har.5.33. 
out of Levir.19.12, and Dewt.5.11. Thou ſbalt not forſwear thy felf,. 
bur ſhalt. per form unto the Lord all thy oaths: For ſ wearing by 2on-per- 
ormance of an oath,' ſpeaks the oath here mentioned not.to'be afſer- 
try dnt promiſſory, Aow.in all'Jugicatures, the Jews were duty 
ſed upon 'to.mike aMſertory oaths, touching matter of faCt,. for- 
the decifion. of *controvetſies,. but' as toſolemn promiſſory vaths- 
fuch as Moſes peice when he mage all eget ayoued Ci voy | 
er God ; fuch as Foſhue took of. the Iſraelites, when, he, mad 
tet renounce the Gods of: Patras by Ys , and ſufeax, to ferve. 
#ntadhere ts rhe God of Abrabem ; I; t a6 fonte tligious Rings of 
Yudab'and Ex 4 thade the Jews take Vp | they ſwore them-to-the 
Exvinant )) they were ſo rareand extraordinary, as the laſt of that 
kinde that we reade df, was that which Nehemiah adminiſtred to gyms : 
; = that... 


- 


4249 | 
that had married ſtrange wives, Neb, 13.25. 1 made. them ſwear by 
od, &-c, Which was near 400. years betore Chriſts Incaruatiog, 
and therefore there could not be at the time of Chriſts preaching any 
one Jew living, who had tranſgreſt the law of God in ſolemn ſwear 
.-ing to a. promiſe, and. not performing his Oath, Yea the Jeweg 
were by the favour of the Romans exempted from taking the military 
oath, becauſe the taking of it in the gentile forw, and the keeping 
of it in ſome caſes( as marching or fighting on the ſabbath day ) was 
.. deemed contrary tothe law of God. as Dolobella writes in bis letter 
to the Epheſians, Foſeph. Ant.1g.17, and Foſephus tells us, that up. 
on the ke reaſons, the Jewes procured of 'Zenrulu; a diſmiſſion from 
the wars. Religionis ergo efſe immunes a militia pronunt#avi , &c, 
Autiq. Fud,1.14.C.17. I have paſt thu ſentence from the. tribuwall, that 
the Fewes be exempted from the military oath upon the acc:unt of. their 


Feligion, Dilobilla in his decree of alicharglo the Jewes, pleads the 


example of the Roman Generalls his predeceſſors, The firit tune os 
the Roman Emperours fore't the niilicary oatlivpon the Jewes, 7.0 
ypon occaſion of 4 vagrant Jew, with his con:recrs, abuſing. the piz” 
ety of Fulvia a Roman*Matron.: near the expiring of the xcign of: 
Tiberins, and the government of Pilate, when the Empcror baniſht + 
them the City, and the Conſulls liited 4ooo. of them for the warg,; 
the greatelt part off whom! choſe rather to ſuffor death ten takeiks.- 
military oath, Foſeph. eAntiq.1.18.c.g5, Breifly, no people. upan * 
earth-were more ſcrupblouſly tender of taking ſolemn promiſſory 
oaths then tlie Jews wereat that time that our Saviour gave them this 
proffibition,' arid raxed then for not performing to God their oaths, 
And therefore to apply Chriſts diſcourſe here te ſyth kinde of. oaths, 
15 as prepoſterovs asthe laying ofa plaitter to the toe when the head 
is wounded: paring apptyjn of jt, to their ſtipulations by oath in 
their private cameras twiIRt than and man, in their common con- 
yetſe, and mutual! erdding, was ſo. proper and ſcaſonable, .as noe 
thing could be more : for in this cafe they were laviſh of. their oaths 
ad regardleſſe of performing them, beyond all humane belief; and 
if our Slit hadnorFead the riddle”, and told us what ſhifts they, 
had to baffle the Iaw,* and pave” their 'ownh conſciences, fo. as they 
could without ſtrainjtg, Twatlow ſuch camel: oathes, as. by brouen, 
by Ferkſalew,” and makeno bones, either of taking or keeping them; 
It could hardly enter into our.mindes to conjeGure at what door this 
- | OE Sen ©. Conceit 
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conceitentred into theirs ; that thoſe kinde of oaths were not the 
oaths of GoJ, and therefore did not binde the votaries to pay their 
yowes unto the Lord, but might be broken without the guilt of per- 


ury. x 
| " The applying of Chriſts prohibition to ſolemn Oaths, "either 
promiſſory or afſertory, or to any but common diſcourſe-Oaths , 
makes Chri:t himſelf a tranfgreflor of the law ; I tremble at the 
thought of this conſequence which as naturally flows from the Qua- 
kers bypotheſis, as light from the ſun : if we conſider at what tirae 
Chriit preacht his ſermon in the Mount, to wit, while that ſacred 
polity of the Jewes, which God himſelf erected, was yet ſtanding, 
while thoſe municipall laws under obligation, to which ( as well as 
the ceremonial ) Chriſt was born, were yet in force ; while Fernſa- 
lem was yet the City of the great King, and the Jews under the go- 
yerament of God eſtabliſht by Moſes at Gods command ; in order to 
the-keeping of peace, and execution of juſtice, wherein God had in- 
ſtituted Judicarories greater and leſſer, and preſcribed rules for the 
Judges to walk by in their adminiſtrations, amongſt which this was 
one, that all controverſies that came before them, ſhould be deter- 
mined by the oaths of witneſſes : Had Chriſt therefore at this time 
prohibited the taking of oaths, in this caſe, it would have been an 
obſtrucion to all legal proceedings, according to that form of pro- 
ceſſe inſtituted by his.Father : It had beewthe proclaiming of indem- 
am thieves, murderers, blaſphemers;g and all ſorts of wicked 
andinjurious perſons, anda turning of hell looſe in that Kingdom 
of God z for by the ſtanding and yet unrepealed laws of that King- 
dom, queitions of that nature could not be brought to a determinati- 
on; tor malefactors to condign puniſhment without oath, It had been 
dpragmatical and precocious diffolution of the whole frame of the 
divine polity before the time appointed by God, and aſſigned by his 
prophets, a turaing God out of poſſeſſion of his Kingdom of Fxdea, 
before he had ereGed his Kingdom inthe gentile world, and by-con- 
ſequence an unpeoplinz all the viſible dominion he had on earth, and 
leaving him deſtitute of ſubjects, For the veil of the temple was 
not. yet rent with the force of Chriits expiring breath, the hand:writ- 
ing of Ordinances was not yet cancell'd by the blood of the crofle, the 
law 'either ceremoniall or municipal! had not yet loſt its obli- 
ging force upon 8ll them that were bora nnder it ( as our Saviour 
h E was, 


was, till by his death he had purchaſt exemption from.it and domi. 
nion over it ) and therefare had Chriſt or any. of his Diſciples been 
called before the Judicatures to bear witneſſe in a caſe, wherein the 
civil law of Moſes required an oath ; they would have thought them. 
ſelvs obliged in conſcience to have given oath. If he had been madea 
Judge for the dividing of the inheritance betwixt the two contendi 
brothers, he would in obedienceto the law have taken the oaths of 
witneſſes, if there had been occaſion for it. If he would have under. 
taken to have determined the caſe of the woman raken in adultery, us 
he askt for, the.accuſers, Woman where are thy .accuſers ? ſo he would 
have askt for their witneſſes, and have called the witneſſes to their 
oaths. Briefly, as they that expound Chriits prohibition of ſolemn 
Oaths, do by their rcfuſing to learn to ſwear by the . Lord, declate 
, themſelves to be none of Gods people, none of Cri ts Diſciples, 
\ but unchriſten thenaſelves, ſo by faſtning this ſenſe upon our Savi. 
4 Aours words, they un-Chriſt the bleſſed Jeſus, and make him a ſinner 
in ſtead of a Saviour, ranking him with thoſe falſe Chriſts, who us 
der pretence of greater purity, ſought the diſſolution of the civil po. 
lity, whoſe ſtortes you may ſee in Foſephnu. _ | 
3, After this prohibition, we fir de S.Paul, who received his Gol- 
pel, not from man but God, approving of, and appealing to the evi 
dence of witocfles, in fuch Courts, as he knew no evidence would 
be taken;but by Oath, whifeh certainly he would not have done, if 
e.had conceived Chriſt to. have ſorbidden the uſe of ſolemn oaths; 
when he pleaded his cauſe before Zyſias, he appealed to the teſti- 
mony of the then high-prieft, $:m-0 rhe ſon of his quondam maſter 
Gamake!, and the whole Sanhearin ( Foſephus #12 the hiſtory of his own 
life.) to hearwitneſſe, thathe had been educated a Phariſec, and had 
been a zealous perſecuter of the Church,in going with the high priefiv 
orders & letters at that time that Chritt appear'd to him ; of all which 
the high-prieſt and all the eſtate of the Elders c..n boar me witn:ſs, Act. 
22.5. In his apology betore Felix, he challengeth his accuſers to 
prove the matters of fact they charged kim with, /eA#.24 13. Ne 
ther can they prove the things whereof they now: accuſe me j' he blames 
thena for not bringing up witneſſes (the Jews of «Aſia who found 
him.if1 the temple ) to alledge if they had ought againt kim, and 
challengeth all that were then in the Court,.to ſay, if they found any 
eyil-doing in bim, while he {tood before the Counzil, verſ. 19,20, 8 
= is 
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his anſwer before Aprippe ; he appeals to the teſtimony of thoſe tha# 
knew hire from his youth, eL#.26.5: who knew me from rhe beginning 
if they would teſtifie : SP aul knew very well, that in'a matter of lite 
or death-( as this was } no evidence would paſſe in Court withour 
oath, and the:eforc if he had thought ſolemn ſwearing to have been 
made unlawful by this prohibition of .Chritt, he would rather have 
andergone a thouſand deaths then tempt ſo many to make ſhipwrack 
of their immortal ſouls, by calling them to that unlawful ac, 
: 14. None of thoſe, forms of ſwearing mentioned here by Chrift, 
nor any of like nature, would paſſe for current or legal before a 
Jewiſh Magiſtrate, but only fuch forms, as wherein the Name of 
God was invok't expreſly. . The Law was fo clear, Thos ſhalt ſwear 
bythe Lord chy-God, as whoever ſhould in any Court of Judicature 
tender any other form of oath, that form might have been excepted 
apainſt by him againſt whom it was given, as inſufficient, to end the 
controverſie depending, as void-in their Judaical law, which being 
of divine inſtitution, it was/not withirthe verge of humane power; 
either to diſpence with, or alter the forms of proceeding therein ex- 
reft, From'this cultom of the Jews in open Court; to ſwear-by n6 
other name, but that of God, the maker of heaven and earth, and 
ſes, eAppion accuſed the Jews of ſingularity, as hereby diſcrimina- 
ting themſelves from all other Nations, who did not ſo frictly tic 
upthemſelves to that form of ſwearing in their Judicatovies, Fo/eph. 
12.in Appior,. Philo Fudars in his Allegories of the Law, &b.2.: pro- 
nonnceth aff thera accurſed that ſay, they ſwear by God;;-but *tis u- 
fual for the wiſeſt ſewiſh Scribes to run beyond their wits, -in alle- 
rizing the Law, becauſe they do not look to Chriſt the end of it ; 
wheit he recovers himſelf, in his treatiſe of the Decalogae, where 
ſpeaking of folewn fwearing before 4 Judge in a caſe of controverſy, 
he defines it, a citation of God, to bear witneſs in doubtful caſes"and 
avatesthe fin of perjury in that cafe, from the infamy which it 
$upen his name. And in his Treatiſe of ſpeciall laws, -where he 
adyiſeth, that when the neceility of the thing requiredanoath, men 
would not preſently have recourſe-to God thimſe}f,” but uſe ſome 
other form, and rathercall in ſom&of Gods: creatures to be a wit- 
nefſe, doth \pive ſufficient hints, 'that he ſpeaks there of elective 
oaths onely; which men uſe in private, #nd not-ſuch as 'men are 


calle&'to take inthe courſe of law ; and therefore puts in this proveſo, 
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Sabvis lcgibus, when the law allows thee another form, that' is, ig 
thy- ordinary. communication, —_— implying, that no forny 
was goad in law, but that wherein God himſelf. was named for a 
witneſſe. :And indeed both Judge and litigants muſt have been out of 
their wits, if they had laid the deciſion -of controverſy upon ſuch 
oaths as were prz-declared to be of no validity, as theſe forms were 
which Chrit prohibits. Briefly, the Jews wereaccoultomed in their 
mutuall converſe only, and not ſolemnly- before the magiitrate, ta 
ſwear by the heaven andearth, Therefore this prohibition of Chrii 
reacheth only elective, and not ſolemn and neceſſary oaths, = 

5.. The reaſon which Chriſt annexeth to his: prohibition, : and pre: 
fixcth to his command, that owr word ſhould be yea: and nay, is an 
evidehce that Chriſt here ſpeaks of common. diſcourſe, - ſwear ot by 
heaven, for it is Gods throne, &c. As if he ſhould have ſaid, the redfon 
why ſuch like oaths, are ſo common in your mouths, is this. conceity 
that you ſwear not by Godin the uſe of ſuch forms, and therefore arg 


not obliged by them any more then by your bare word. But I td. 


you that heaven is Gods throne, and therefore he that ſweareth by 
that, ſwearethby him that ſitteth- thereon, &c. nay, your head and 
every hair that grows thereon is Gods creature, and he that ſwears 
by that, apfſeals to its maker.: you cite God to bear witneffe cyery 
time you-uſe ſuch oaths, and God is not lightly, and upon. every 
ſight occaſion'in mens common ſpeech, to be ſummoned in to: bea 
witneſſe, as the Phariſies themſelves confeſle, intheir avoiding ſuch 
oaths in their ordinary communication, as they think are appeals un+ 
to God. And therefore now you have learnd that in ſwearing by the 
creature, men ſwear alſo by the Creatqur; as you would not be 
found-guilty of taking his name in vain, diſuſe your tongues.in yout: 
common talk from ſuch forms, and let. your- oxdinary word be yea 
r-nay." ., |: .: | JW 

6. The wotive- that $. Fawes urgeth, argueth that 'tis common 
ſyearing, that he prohibits, /-ſ# ye fall into condemnation, ira wnvm 
xeiny Tioi]s,, or according to other Copies, left ye fall into bypocriſie, 
we ph bes varbnezor, If we follow the firſt reading, the emphaſis.will 
lie inthe verb Tic from Tink», whence cames our Engliſh. ( with 
alittle variation, -to trip. or unawares ſtumble ;. leſt unexpectedly 


mag into the-guilr of perjury, and while-you dream not.of it, 


me obnoxious to. that damnation, which is rhe wages of taking 


Gods; 
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Gods Name in vain : For whilegyon fancy, that ſo Jong as you- uſe! 
not. Gods Name, but only ſwear bybeaver and earth, it is nothing, 
when in very deed he that ſwears by. heaven, ſweats alſo by him 
( dwells therein) you precipitate your ſelves -hoodwinkt into 
 theabyſſe of perjury,/ every time you call any of Gods'treatures to 
witnelſc to a falſity, and he that upon/ſuch* grounds*as'the Scribes 
andPhariſces have laid, inures himſelf tocommon'ſwearing, cannov. 
\ © beinextreme peribof ſetting Gods ſeal unwittingly to many an un- 
troth ; 1f we follow theother reading, left fall into hypocriſie, which 
with Cratizs, H Srephen,andothers, I rather incline to; (1t's more 
* likely that an haſty. Scribe-might overflipi[4s } and hetthat ſhould 
reade- 'the Copy after him:divide. dFbzune; 'to make it ſenſe, 'itits- 
ine elerr,/ then that any ſhould: have the:boldnefſe' to inſert it. It 
vill bear more reſemblance to Chriſts Diſcourſe about the Pharifai- 
calmode of ſwearing, for'which:he-calls'them hypocrites, and for 
zeaching, that men mught uſe ſuch forms: without laying-thereby the 
lapbligation upon themſelves:to perform their:promifes.' : Now 
this doCtrine-betrayed'their-Profelites to a;cuftomary uſe of gaths; 
oby that.cuſtome they contracted anhabitof lying;'even thenwhen, 
they ſeemed to. be moſt ſerious, and to'givetheir. words the greateſt 
confirmation : So that ineffect: their whole: communication was a. 
conſtant trade of hypocriſie and diſfimulation, ':;Andwhile they pre- 
tended one thing (to give aſſurance by oath thavithey- would fulfilt 
their-prorniſe ). andyet intended another'( to-lay no'obligation upot:. 
temiclves.) by that kinde of oath, what was this but to-play the 
knave under the vizor of an honeſt man ?: Tre” 
5 Noleſſe plain Teſtimony. to this truth, doth-$.Fames his pre- 
face to this itbition adeninifier | But above. all. things my brethren. 
[wear not, me$ wey]er S+.,65-c.. 75d. is no. whereelfe inalt the Scriptute. 
renee above) but [before] and it ſhould be ſo rendred here-: Fox 
tieApaitle doth not-by this phraſe denote the priority: of dignity of 
this:caution, ( as if he wouldhave us eſteem more highly of this pre- 
cept then of all the reſt ;. for he- commands. ſeveral things of equal; 
i[not;more {aportance, and which it concerns:us as much to obſerve 
whether we-woigh the conſidereblenefſe:of theduties; orthe'pronie«. 
nelle of-men to-he-negligent-in the obſervance of them. J-Quid' e 
ante omnia nolite urare.?-jurare chin pejus eff quam furari? quam adul- 
trari.? non dico falſum jurare:: 7urare diga ;.'Furare pejus eſt quam bo- 
CITES | minen; 


2 


(30) 


- > 


Iſometimtsſwear, { butſorfat as Tam able'to judpe'y'nor 


"Infews 060idere 2 abut; bowinem accicers furari 4dulterari precitmany, 


qur ave non eſt; peccatum,Augult: Serm. 28." de verb. Apoſtols, c.8; wha 
means this, above ak things ſwear nor ?. 1s ſwearing( forfoorh ):warg 
then adultery ? I ſay not, is falſe-ſwearing? but Is fwearinp?:4; 
ſwearing I ſay worſe thearhan flayghter ? God forbid! what'1 
then: this, above or-before:allthings'? 5ffo ver to.raurrs avs facit 
linguam noſtram, ſi ae; manuattquid faceres, facilins mani tai is 
rares ne faceret; lingua facilitateni baber motus, 411 ndo poſire eſt, facih 
itt Tnbrico labitur,, as S.eAuftis reſolves inthe ſame Sermon : By this 
caution the Apolile wouldhave us fera watch upon our tongue; i 
thou wert bid to with-hold ph, thoumighteſt mbre-eafily:ea. 
nand that; the tongue isnimble ard:quiekith motion; -it/ is plar'r hh 
a;watry Element, it ftands-on a flippery place, 'and calily lapfeth; 
But rt is _ —— and OG to ſwear + This 
fot of ſpee efore doth operly import-priority of pli 
and COA ROE communication, which the Apottle would At 


vs hgne a ſwearing; :a8:if:-he had fdid;r!Now' that I am perfvg 
ding you gi 1s peg the xxample'of the Husbandman, of the 


Prophets, ; +6. werſ.:7, 8, b, gre. 'Letrme give you this ay. 
tion,. that you: would 'take heed of humouring- the icaparienct'f 


'your ſpirit by: permittiig/it! to harty you forthwith to' ſweating 


upon. every. proyocation, though dt be: but: by ſach perty Oaths, 
permoſt upotiyour beart; 3nd come firſt of 'a}b before( all things'6ut 
of your mouth; Try all other ways of  fatisfying 'thofe with when 
you converſe, of the truth of your ſpeeches, before you wth it'by 
Oath : quavra1 all me porrimer 'quto,” ſed quantum 'wilti videiar maju 


 meGeſſitar ecompulſig + Cumwvidets non milz oreai niſi furvam, & OW 
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1 am compel'd with thegreateiſt neceſliry; when'1 'ſe&that Þcanfot 


be believed except Ifwear, and that. it ſtands not with my neiph 


bours. good; that he does not believe me, 14 #b;d.' An oath is the 
greatefi bond.of fidelity amongſt men; and therfore we ſhould hive 
recourſe toit as our facred anchor,” when nothing Elfeavill eftablilh 


gone the truthof what weſay; *That fulrh whith we th ake by outh 


perſ&tebat can.by y3ven, faith Halifatnafſenſts.' Fhe woſtfirm, 


mol] 
and therefore ſhould be the laſt pawn of our veracity, faith 'Procopins 


Perſicorim, 
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(32) 
Zſettn, |. 2. But does it follow, that becauſe we muſt not ſwear--' 
gtall, not by any kinde of oath, firſt Q all, or before all other wayes 
of procuring credit to our words, that\therefore we may at the lait 
extxenity have recourſe to.a ſolemn Oath, /{ _'/ ; 
-\ 8. The.argument that our Sayiour-; urgeth-to | dap us, that 
weſwear not at all, but let our communication. be; ye, yea z 2ay, 
y; evinceth Chriſt to intend in this prohibition, common, but 
not ſolemn ſwearing. For whatſoever 1s wore then theſe cometh of evil, 
or, the evifl ave, that. is, of the devil. For except we underitand 
Chriſt to ſpeak here of ſuch voluntary afſcyeritions.85:men make in 
thcir ordinary diſcourſe;:and not of ſuch a8 either the. weight, of the 
caſe, or the neceſſity of juſtice call for ; we mult bgtonitrain'd impi- 
ouly to aſſet, that in all thoſe a pre-alledged. in 5.Pex, 
where he called God to witneſſe, came fromen evill ſpirit ; that, our » 
bleſſed Saviour ſo-oiten as he ſaid, awe; ame, Which is;more then . 
ya, yea 3 had thoſe wotds-putiuito.his mouth by the; evill one 5, that 
tie elect Atgell which Chrrit ſent{from heavens to ggmmunicate the 
knowledge of future things to. 5. Foby, was infpired: bythe devill, 
when, we ſwear by bim that liveth for ever... Is it a hard matter now t9 - 
chooſe, whether we ſhould ti-iak, that' the chaſen veſſel, the elect 
ngel,. yea, the Archangell of the Covenant, were Jed by an-evill- 
ſpirit,to ſay, more then yea, yea z nay, nay; Or;that; thoſe men. are - 
kdby ſpirit of errour, and undey Judiciall blindenefle, that cans - 
not ſec, that the words of Chriſt: muit neceſſarily be referred'to vo- - 
kotary raſh oaths, in our common diſcourſe, upon ſlieght occafion, 
without reverence of the divine Majeſtie., or intention to ratifie ſome - 
txyth or promiſe of weight ? Bur that which will give a clearer Jight 
tothis text, and be a more full demoniiration of the truth that. I am- 
tonttading for, is this obſervatio®. ds 21 ; £108 
.jxThat. Cirit affirms-whatſoever is more then-theſe, in the-caſe - 
wherein he prohibits the-uſe of more to be-iptrinſecally, and. of its. 
ownmature, of an evill originall. For he does not mn this. poſitt--. 
otl [What ſeever is more, w of evill } ugon either his prohibition or 
mane ASifhis meaning were, that 'tis thezefore evil becauſe 
behath now-forbid the uſe of more; but. on the contrary, he grounds 
both;his probibition [ Swear 08 7] and bis injuinCtion{ lef.your Fanmu- 
vitetion, &c. 7} upon this argunient, becauſe wharfoever 75 wore. then 
thſe, rrof evell ; and prelieth the tatrimſecal evil, that — 
| at.. 


= 
that which he prohibits, ( antecedently to his forbidding of" it, ).g 
- thereafon of his prohibition, He 'does not fay, I have now forbid 
you to ſwear, of touſe any more then yea arid #ay,. and thereforeth, 
uſe of more is evill ; But,-theaſe'of more inthe caſe-that I ſpeak 
of, isevit, © and-therefore: 'probibit it:: - whence it” vnavoidably 
follows, 'that in all cafes wherein Chriſt here forbids ſwearing, | 
was ever a fin to'ſwear - afin in'the Patriarchs, and -Old-Teſtament. 
Saints, before this prohibition; as well as it is in us Chriſtians lince; 
that is; ralſhily, prophatiely, .\irreverently,” in our ordinary commy. 
nication :' and” that Chirift hath 'nor 'made.that kinde of reveren 
ſwearing a fin'to Chriſtians,that was the duty.and commendation of 
his antient peoplgy MER: 19) [09 0217: 10 CEIIBEST IT, 22 
1 It is manifeſt; that all raſh ſwearing, whether in Jew or Chyi 
ſian, proceeds from the evill heart of him that inures himſelf to it; 
from that pride: athiefm; and hypocriſy that. lodgeth in the break, 
doththemoutlyutter al vain,-fruitlefſe, and: precipitate oaths and 
aſſcverations3and therefore, chetthat fears God, will abſtain fron 
all cuſtomary oaths, not only for fear of the event ( »e jurando ad fe 
rilitatem jurand; veniatur ex facilitate ad conſuetudinem ex- ci 
ſuctudine in perjierium decidatur , S. Aultin de. mend. C. 15. & 
by ſwearing we \contraCt a- _ to: ſwear , .and fall; from'4 
acthty' to # cuſtom; -and'from” cuſtome- into-perjury.,.) but-inre 
ard to' that cvill fountain, (the prophanenefſe of the ſweater 
xeatts) whence all ſach ſlinkcalves ofthe lips are caft. In a-word,the 
Ruffian diſgorgeth oaths from the ſame Principle, that the Fanatick 
powreth out extempore prayers, neither of them conſider, that they 
are before God, while they invoke his name, and therefore they are 
ſo ready to offer the ſacrifice of fools As there are certain forms uf 
words, at the uſing whereof, evill-ſpirits, ( by vertue of diabolicall 
inſtitution ) preſcarthemſelves, ſo all forms of invoking (God, -&i- 
ther by Oath or prayer, exhibit the divine preſence to us, of whidi 
preſence, [if they had regard, the one would not think it nothing to 
ſwear, nor the other to pray-unadviſedly ; neither of them would be 
fohaity with their mouths, ſo haſty to utter, quicquid in buccam, if 
they did conſiderthey were before God. My ranking them tog 
will diſpleaſe them both,” but let them wreak their ſpteen-upon S0- 
lomon ,whohath coupled them as brethren in iniquity,'as.alike-guiky 
of Athicltical prophaneſle, and hath preſcribed the ſame method of 
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n of the higheſt and moit auguit act of divine worſhip and 
te; WY aJoration that can polkblic be tendred to the divine majeſty.. ' 
y- 22 4. Deliberately, with due conſideration. and preponderation of 
nt WF the weight, of the thing, the importance. of our; Neighbours be- 
of W lecving it, the probabiluy that he will he prevail'd to beleeve us, 
upon the interpolition and aſſurance of the oath, &c." Et ideo non in- 
wenitur juraſſe nifi ſcribens ubj conſideratio cantior non habet linguam 
wpecipitem, We do not finde,. ( ſaith S. Auſtin de mend. c,15, ) that 
.S. Pax did ſwear, but when he was writing, becauſe the pen is 
not ſo great a blabb as the tongue ; men are more: circumſpect of 
the words that fall from their quill then of them that drop from their 
We 4 Sincerely, with a purpoſe tolay as' great an Obligation upon 
thy ſelf to kzep thy proſe, and ſwear truly, as thy- niaking oath 
1mports to thy neighbour, when thy minde- and. words are both of 
4 colour, and the tmprefiions of thy ſoul toxrefpond-with the expreſ- 
.ions. of py mouth ; when thy conſcience: can tell thee that thou 
oppeett £ Godin thy heart what thou uttere{t to thy neighbour 
.12 Words, 5 8 265 ; | 
- All theſe conditions concur'd in'otr Saviours and S. Pauls aſleve- 
rations, and:therefore though they. were more then theſe, yet they 
Pproceeded-not of. evill, but from a good and honeſt heart, and were 
al wanting in moſe Pharif aiCall oaths which our Savionr'conzemns , 
wherein they. had neither reverentiall thoughts of God (for they con- - 
ceived they did bythoſe forms ſwear by God) nor weighed the mat- 
ter an1ponderated.circumances, bat-upoi every flieght, upon no 
occaſion bolted out fruitleſs oaths : nor did they intend to hinde them- 
\felves to 2. performance of their word,” for they-accounted them- 
ſelves as free after ſuch oaths as if they had never. made them. Such 
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o- | -kinde of additions to our yea and nay, are of themſelves-evil, and 
y/ therefore forbidden; But the ground and reaſon of Chriſts prohibition 
Eee | E- | does 


ws 
> 


(34) 
goed not nachithe sther ſort df alllitions,: 
9. ThatI may make the two Teſtamentsiffe onexnother at -part.. 
ting, idGring the-endsof tn Rs Letitbe confide- 
red from the a nagictes be mit to "interpret thoſe 
Evangolicaltonts as loner Ciritivns to'Twear in any cake, 
draws after it theſe/blaſphennous Tonfequehees.. 
* 7, Tit Cheift whocametoucdcomphith and ſeal propheſies:tofall 
Fill whet was - rang y the mouth ofthe prophets, whichhave bee 
fince the world began didcontradiftby rarer pts and prohibirthe 
-RC ment Df thoſe -prophelics wh, that under: the 
Gofpel,when' Gods name ſhould'be p vindthe earth, Its eje@t 
and chofen ſervanes ſhvuldi{wear by the'God: of wetth, 5 an evident 
of their converſionto him frotnidols, 
2, Thats; fwmes was bytteHoly Ghofſt(;which Chrift promi. 
fed ſhould leade bis ;Apoſplsr-into I truth ) to forbid that,.'(wiz.th 
learn to: —_— the way of Gotsipeople rhe Lord Hoeth Yumder 
pain-of falling imocondemnation, ara leaſt inrohypocrify ,-whith 
Me: Spirit of iriftin the holy Prophets per fwades'Chriftians to th, 
under ain of utter deſtruction, in caſe of Frngtec, and by the pre- 
miſe 07 be} beiophuiltup'in the midfts of Gods people, in. caſe they 
| or dotly, learivo frear byhisname : wwhichthe ſame ſpit; 
<ommends to:Chriſtiansasa ſigyeof their lincere and cordiall Arcey- 
arceofthe rrue-Godforthetr God. 
g. ThatiftheChriſtian-ChuvchUoes not perform homage tw-the- 
1Gol-ofttuth by ſwearing aswell as: bleſfing-in his tame ; Tf their 
tongue does not as well ſwear as their knees bow to him, "then the 
Chriſtienpeopleare notthe-peopleiof the Meſfias, 'the Mefſias is not 
yer come, but ſtil 'tobe:expected;; then the bleſſed Jeſus 1s mot tht 
\Chrifkef whonithe prlerbi fpeak, but as the Jews-at his: 

-metrit, anUtheir poſter fy ſtite. him, -a- decetver, A 
| acounterſeitz. Bor 2: byrkia it was foretold, thatat his exhi- 

dition an wocation of Ne Sertiles rothe knowledge ofithetrue God, 
thegentites called-by his tame ſhould:/fwear 'by the. God of truth, 
throughout theearth, 5c. Field butthismuch to a Few or Pagan, 
:thar the-Chriſtian'law forbids worſhipping of God,. by ſwearing by 
*%isname, forbids any other confirmation of what we affirm but ye 
yea «nd ts do not ority deprive the Chriſtian Cauſe anti 
Charchof {her ſhrowpoſtbubwaris,'ofomecofthofe yiemonitm- 
tions , 
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;ans.of the ſpirit ( hs ſpiric of propheſy 4. the holy menxf olg, whereb 
CC hunione of the Chriitzan, Fe haze LI proved - 

init all, afſailants, that Jeſus is the..prophets Chr, viz, becauſe 
[a his calling oh ys gentiles by his. goſpeM, we have woxſhupt the 
te God by fearing by bis narze z but abſo adminiGes, to lafidglls 
an unanſwerable- argument for them to prove;;that that Jeſus whom 
we Chriſtians worſhip for the Chrilt, is not indeed the very Chriſt, 
wit, becauſe he hath forbid.that worſhip to be exhibited, which the 
prophets. foretold men.ſhould learn to. tender the God of truth, at 
coming of that Cheilt, whom they ſpeak. of, It is nos poſſible 
toignagine 4 Bipgragre unlike, or oppolite to one another, then 
that Chriſt and his-diſciples,, Which, the prophets deferibe, axe, tg 
whazthis glofſe of the Quakers preſents Jeſus. Chrik ang his diſciples 
tbe. Inthe rcign of the Prophets Chrilt, Gods.choſey ones: of the 
Gentiles are to do him homage, ta acknowledge theix ſubjection tg 
hiw, dependance og him, awe of him, and higdreadfull attributes, 
by ſwearing by his vame 3 But inthe reign of the Quakers Chriſt, the 
world indeed may 4akeits own courfe, but they whom God: hath 
ealled and choſes out of the woxld,arc not to ſwear atal!. The people 
ofthe Prophets Chriſt, at what time he ſhould publiſh his royall law, 
and men ſhould be taught of God, were to learg'to ſweas, 5he Lexd 
hath, and to be made to ply this leſſpy with 4 promiſe coke buile up, 
ifphrey learn d 44 diligently, With 4 threat, 50 he plucked reps. if they did 
ks By 81E people of the Quakers Chrik arc taught of 'God, tans 
they mult not learn this leſſou, and.are tered from theig book with 
clamours #gainlt it, as evill, as leading to.deſiruction; cc. For the 
oppoſition is ſo palpable, as 1 need not illultrate it with more Inftan- 
688. It can now.therefore by 4 matter of aq great difficulty: to deter: 
mine, whether-expoſtion and practiſe, grounded upon: theſe expo; 
ſtions, its more qultifieble. Fhat of: the Ghyiflian Church, in allages 
Which fo expounds Qhsilts: words, as net probibiiing bes to-give t9 
God the hogaur that's due to. hina; by-4 reverentiall inyocating: of 
his great name,in faced and folenwtoeths, rothe end that the fayings 
of the prophets may be-ſplfill'd, ow Jeſus danouſtrated tobe the 
Chrilt ; or that of the Quakers whoſe gloſſe defrauds God of his due 
homage, robs the King of Saints of one of the prime Jewells of his 
crown;preſents the ever-bleſſed Jeſus in the form of an Impoſtor and 
falſe Chriſt, leads directly tothe # of groſlef infidelity and _ 
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of Chriſt ; and ſets the Old and New-Teſtaments, the Prophets and 
Evangelitts at greater odds, then the Mznicheans did ; making the 
Goſpel to contradict thoſe holy Prophets, to whoſe teſtimony our 
Saviour conſtantly appeal'd, for the deciſion of that great queition, 
whether tie'was that Chriſt that was to-come ? putting it to this iſſue, 
thache wovldforego the claim, and give them leave to call hint de. 
ceiver; ifhe did notexaGly anſwer that model, which the Prophets 
had drawn of him that was to come; if they could diſcern one line 
in the whole body of his perſon, of his doQrine, of his followers, 
diſproportionable to thoſe features with which the penſit of the Pro- 
phetshad painted the' eHeſſias, Fohn 5. 39,46. and Fobn 10.37, and 
eMat.11.4, Allthat our Saviour did,” all he ſuffered, all he taught, 
was by rule of propheſie, doing, ſuffering, teaching no other things 
then what the Prophets ſaid he ſhould, eAt&.26.22. and therefore 
that muſt needs be an unclean beaſt that does not divide the hoof, 
that is, that interpretation of any Evangelical Text, is bancful to the 
ſoul that isnot ſupported by the Prophetical 'as well as Apottolical 
Writings ; much more that which goeth and putheth at the Prophets; 
with ſo manifeſt a contradiction as that doth, which interprets Chriſt 
to forbid his Diſciples to do, what the prophets ſay, heſhould teach 
his Diſciples to learn, to wit, to ſwear the Lord liverh, to ſpeak the 
language of Canaan in ſwearing to him,' to, confeſſe unto him by 
ſwearing by hbis'Name ;\ The 1m per of which homage'tothe di- 
vine Majelty; *that-it might be-more auplut, reverential; obligats 
to the Voraries, and ſatisfaCt6rytoall in- point of' amindubitable de: 
termination of 'controverſie ; It is'andalways was the will of God; 
that Oaths ſhould be reſerv'd and ſequeſtred to theſervice-of God, 
and the publick weal of mankinde, 'and not ſquandred away -inonr 
ordinary-converſe ; which will of the hoty God, when the'Sctibes 
and Phariſces had made void by their Traditional 'glofſes, our Savi- 
our vindicates, 'and: reſtores t5'its' primitive luſtre,” by wiping off 
that duft,” and renewing this prohibition, Swear not 'at all, ( that is, 
in your common talk ) not ſo much as by heaven or earth, or -an hair 
eff your head,” but let your common word be yea yes, nay ney. 
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SECTION 111. 


' <4 7Hen 1 had blown off the duſt,of falfe glofles from thoſe ſa-- 


-VY cred Texts, which the Quakers pervert to theccondemnati- 
on of the univerſal practiſe of the Church of Chriſt, 1 hoped I had 
done enough tothe Vindieation.of this part .of divine wor{hip, and 
tothe undeceiving of that deluded party; Buttheir ſtating the caſe, 
relating ro Oaths and ſwearing, _ and preſenting it tothe ſerious con- 
fderation of the King and both Houſes of Pani, ſpeaks them. 
ambitious to be thought to have better company in their way of ex- 
potding Chriſt and Saint Fem:es, then Tam fure ever: ſet foot in ir, 
orcaſt an eye towards it ( except it was aſquint) even Primitive 
Chriſtians, Martyrs, and Fathers, who were ( as they ſay ); of the 
fame minde and judgement with them. It will be requiſite therefore 
that] demon{trate the impertinency of thoſe Examples which they 
alledge, aud the want of either ingenuity or honeſty that they be- 
wray in making of them, RY and 5a 
IT ATE Example 1. oe tg 
Policarp being demanded to ſwear by the Emperours govd' fortune 
or Ceſars proſperity, denied, ſaying, he was a Chriſtiapv, and ſo.was; 
committed tothe flames becauſe he would not ſwear, #c. | 
2 ufiver:. ii L. 
i-Rtisa bad ewey when men {tumble-on the threſhold,” as they do 
here in this firſt Example, in their alledging whereof they co:nmit 
more palpable.erroursthen there are ſentences. - —_. | 
1, Whereas they interpret;[/good fortune] by proſperity, .as if. the: 
Preconful had required go more of him but to ſwear by Ceſars-proſ- 
pefity * £uſebizs 1n the place quoted, hath [oy Thy Katozp& TVxur 
which bis Tranſlator renders, Fra per Ceſars genium, ſwear by the 
genie, the good demon, -or good fortune of Eefar 5 which form of 
oath Pokicarp and the whole Army 'of-Martyrs refuſed to take,.. be- 
cauſe that which the: Gentiles ftiled gexzi, the Chriſtians knew to be 
devils, which were worſhipped under the namesof good Anzels; 
aShath becn allready obſerv'd out of T er:#{lian, and every fthool-boy 
conitrue- that verſe, Te: facvmns fortuna*Heam. twtoque Iiramns ; we 
make thee a Goddeſle of fortune'( which is the englith of 7Vxn) and 
place thee in. heaven, a doughty argument-;: Pol;earp would nor $04 
y 
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' by an hcatheniſh goddeſſe, or their Gods, who were devils, an 
therefore Chriſtians mult nat ſwear by the-true God, when the quite 
contrary follows : For God would not grudge idols that honour, if 

. it were not his Qwn peculiar, * | —- 

” 2. Their comparing the oath which the Preconſul tendred tg Ag. 
carp, to that form of oath which is'in. uſe in this kingdom, as they 

manifeſtly . do, in that parentheſis {nick way then. their nations 
oath ]aſperſeth the Kingjaud bath Houſes of Parliament with ty 
crime of heatheniſh 1dolatry.. SEEN —_ 
3. Their expquuding the Preconful his ſpeach [* 2<kg ehine agh 
and I will diſcherge thee ] defie Chriſt, | who ſaid, ſmear ner, as if 
Policarg had. xefuſcd.ta {ycar ypon the account of. « prohibit; 
tion, aud not upon the, accquas of the impiety of the farm gf. the ou 
it ſelf ; or as if ta ſwearat all, though by the true God, had beey 


Qt 
defic Chriſt ; or as if ſwearing and refuling to ſwear at all, hadth 
Þcen the mark of diſtintion betwixt heathens and-Chriltians : wha 
mdecd tbe true criteriog,, was this, that the gentiles wayld have by 
the martyrs ſwear by the idols, but the martyrs would not ſwear hy 
by the, God of truth: theſe I fay are moſt manifelt perverlions of 


the.texts bath of Euſchins and M, Fog. 
ag | Example 2. | 240 
Pontins and Blindina refuſed to ſwear, being often urged, Et, 


Ls.cap.10. Auſwer, - 
It ſhould becap.1, where £uſebiy repogts their Martyrdom, 4nd 
gives rhis reaſon why they wauld.not ſwear, Txgebantur gue por got 
. Hilinm idola jurare, they were wrged to ſwear by the Jdols of the Gentile, 
Example 3. | 
Baſilides a Souldier, being required tq-give an oath in a mattet 
. concerning his fellaw-ſquldiers, denied tao it, plainly affiyming 
he was aChriſtian, Euſcb,},q.cap,y, for Laſt make bold to-ſetdown 
the book which they have omitted, /Fax: vol. 1.fol.y1. | 
HE | FN, {CUES | 
Enſehuw his words age, *gxar aghs 7Gv wfes)cirwr d1T1bels, cum a com 
militovibys ſuis Sacravents adigerctur , being, urged: by his fellow 
ſouldiers to take the Military, oath, : whick- was want then to be by 
the Idols, and the Ewperoury, faith M,Fex'in the placequored. Ido | 
not remember that eyer I, met. with ſo. wary authorities together ſo 
Wickedly fallined, 35 theſe vre, | 
| Example 


SE28832S5f7.as #432 |, 


GRE ” VE BD: 


——-—_. 


{3y ) 


| E xample 4. En 
- 1a the-Plowmans Complaint 4s this, viz. Lord, thou geueft wr a 
commandment of truth, 41 kidding w ſay, yea yea, nay nay, aud ſwear 
far uoching 5 bu ord, Gece» 1. 1 1 IAN x ig 


" Fhis] confeſle comeshome to ta point, if the allegation befaith+ 
tal, butif this Plowman be Ehawcers Fack:Upland, ( as by his itil 
Ye ſeerns to'be )- I never read that he was Canonized a Martyr, of 
dub'd a Father of the Church,.though he be the dad of Engliſh Poets j 
gordo 1 think 'his Romance will paſſe among aationall ren fos 


goodauthority. 


ptr apenraier bargain betwinct man e1ud man, Wore unlattr 

$i:0 ſolemn fwearing when 

LE 3 Example 6... 
' William Swinderley, the 14. Article againſt him-was, thathe ſhould 


Shan ori Evample 5, ; 

© FolmWiclff was condemned Tor holding forth, that Oath; whial 
ful, Fox aul.1 fol g87. 

- Thisavas indecd.the —z charged ageinfthim; butwhat is 
* weare lewfully.calledto it? 

ſay, that no man ought to ſwear far eny #$1ng, but ſimply without an oath 
waſirm.or deny. Foxwel.1.fal8--. s FE: 


Anſwer. . MY Eo 1 
The Anſwer which (in the _ quoted ) he returned: to thas 
1, hy pay meny ; Oft { ſaith he ) beved ſaid, aud yet will, that: 
2101 not ſmear by any creature, aud that no man ſhould ſwear m8 
idle, as well nigh all eoplemfuth, | 


. Theſe general received doGrines bythe poor:Cheiſtiansinithisna- 
ton was, that neither Pope, nor Preliate, nor-QOrdinary, Camcompelt any 
t2/wear by any creatuse of God, ar byahe hible-hook, Fox. vel 1. fol * 687+ 


Both poor and rich Chriſtians >» y of Englend, do retain 
the ſame doctrine. at this:day, -and- when either. Pope, Prelate, or 
Ordinary, impoſe anyther form of oath upon.you but what is eſta» - 
liſkt by law, and wherein Yau .arcurped to ſwear, notÞy any\crce- 


- ture, but by God, Creator,: and;Redeemer, you may complainand | 
barelieved..... t es | 


; E vamply. 
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| Example B. 


-grinſÞt i) One Article again} him: was, thar he 'preacht in S, 
"Church i Shrex abury;; he ; by 


* 1 leavas ingeriiouſly. anſwered; - and;/pat to-the Archbiſhops | "my 
him to ſwear ( notas the law ordains upon ) but by the pool: he 


Þ do Þ 4 «Example. 9. . , | a val 
ElizabethYoung, Anno.1558. retuſed to ſwear,and perſiſted inthat 
refuſal, &c, Fox. vd.z. f.g16; eq | o_ 
act 00 Don jittt 0D C900” A wfwer. * 


-Onef the oaths that was tendred her, was, what books ſhe hal 


— 


The Wald#»ſes' profeſſedit to beino way lawfull for: a Chriftian 
toſwear, whoſe'defenſe Biſhop Vſher:undertakes, De ſucceſſ; cap.s. 
CE Dat YET OV 0 Eaarpte10% oo ks 
_ One Article urged agaialt the Proteſtants of Piedmont, Anno 1655. 


Lag! Was, 


| 43,0 NESW] 


(41) 


Morlend 


- Fjoyntheſe, becauſe they'of Fiedwone are-the Relics of the vid 
Weldenſes,againitwhom this was wort tobe Thavged by the | 
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5 hiſt, pa.217, 


3 that they were wholy againtall ſwearing. Is which poing'the: rch=! 


biſhop of Awagh undertakes ts yindicatethenr: bur how" & nor by: 
maintaining the opinion; bur by proving irts he acalumiay-caſtup-, 
on them by their adverſaries. 'Fyater Niculams Eymericus ,"2. pirt, 
terefb. inquiſiter, Hereſis Waldenlium, cor aticiinnt gltnbjierare anc jy: 
ticio, ſive extra judicium, inquacanyneomſa, cf illicitum G& mortale 
mt quarins orwmerror it, quod dtjerare in qulitioeorat yjudi- 

bus dls dicenda veritatc & revelandis complicibus ſuis in bac fetts, non 
eft illicitum & peccatam, imo licitum & ſanitum Fijay Nite!ns E£yn.e- 
ricus ( in the ſecond part of his directions to the Inquilitors, ).reckons 
thistobethe-3dhereſie of the Waldenſes 7 Thatrd fear; whether it 
he before a Judpe or exrca-judicidily, in any caſe, jEUntawfull, and) 
smortsl1 fn, Their fourth: exrour is, That <o ſwear-fabfly belorow 
<in open Court, when the Queſtionlis about conf eruch, 

or revealing their Complices and fellow-SeCtarians, is not un'awfut 
orafin, but lawfull and ſacred; This Biſhop Uſher relates in the 
place fore-quoted; ji 5 fetoevi e llanderouspens 
of Roman Scrjbes, from the inc: cy of their calumnies, and 
from the'extream unlikelihood that they: who'held it lawfull (in 
ſome caſes ) to forſwear, ſhould hold it vnlawfull (in any tafe.) 26 
ſwear, If you did not ſee this tobe the defence which that learned 
Primat made, where are yon eyes? if you did,. where. is-your ean- 
ſcience ? and where do you T_— ur wit, if we bclicye 
wary ar tag ans erg , BR 2: vitu bf | mg ono ; + 
FS | | | egy wit Pr 2B Dore P's 3 7 
fams, Plato, Metniter, Anonins, Heſhd, Theoguis,” © | 
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This fandny Oraſme; with lhieathens, Till Yank of the'Jeſuirs 
ſpirit, whoſe deviſe it is to paint'him hanging betwixt hedven and; 
hell, as being neither PapifinorProteſtattt in their verdict, and by 
conſcquence cither a Mahomictan-or Pays: NN 
mejit was, a IEC OERTas ae wasfurt enough {rom the 
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injon aktheQuiakers; .forwhere be; ſpeaks. of the- unlawfulneſſy 
of ſwearing, of tae uſclefſneſſe of oaths, he ſpeaks of ſwearing.jn. + 
our ordinary communication, .9$.is manifeit from that clauſe [' Jn 
Joker bargains; ] ye need no eath,. yeheed no Execration; "Which ithe 
Quaker 'Apologitt-cither ignorantly ormaliciouſly-omits, I appeal;or 
the place by him quoted, ( his Annotations on Afat.5.-34-) As to the, 
reſt of thoſe authorities that- are: joyn4 with his, they are anſwered; 
( Set. 1. er gum. 1, "_—_ $. Pals practiſe 1s oppoſed to them, 
which ou __ to be Q weight with Ciri.tians then. all the: bon | 
abs atlbeathen — ann, 1 2: Hh 


S. eAuftin. in Pſe.88. It; iawell tha tat. Gad hath forblddenalet w 
ſwear, leſt by cuitorn of ſwearing, &c. Tm" mendacio, leſt by ſwear 
ing ye. come 10 acutome. | 


_ 
The: yery words here alledged,'evince; that. S, eoſin FOI 
common.ſwearing, and certaigly he ma; be-belide his Texg, if. = 
tze Qld Teſtament heinfer the uplawfutneſs of all kinde of Fwearing;, 
what bisjudgemtntis about oaths, in_ his Treatiſe de meanders, _ 

been already declared. ; | 
= | Example T4. and IF. rt 210 
. Theglbinesin F rance,. aud Meer Sadler in Germany. '1 


pe EL ER ſay only, that that charge was cog win 
them, Out not that it was proved. 
Example 16, 15,18. 
7ounc (ryſofom, Tuſtin Horny, Waker Bruce... 


" Whe you wine, ;the Texts of theſe hree Fathers, we FS 
mine w ether ou ft aithully report $6 th As pers, ſhall At; is; 
true, he affirmed what is all . rg but with proteTation, thathe 
would retzact that vpinien, it he were convine'r.of the errour of; : 
and accordingly did, 1% n conference _ the Biſhop of 7, 
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ſubmit; himſelf to ination of che Church appear rom 
cr doge handow Fe F. P4g:653:; L219) 0935 21007 Sh 
A t; ', The Lef, Exen "= 


; ough., whichis no. SE applicable to the, 
QuakersCale, me ane [549 Pay:Church-dutics, and Mere: 
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wbb'd the Royal Exchequer, which is partly ſupplied out of: 
band fir:t-fru:ts, 

tut why do you urge theſe Examples, or trouble his Majeſty 
fe Parliament with your Plea, to be exempted from taking an - 

x? becauſe ( forſooth ) your conſcience will not allow you to 
ar, When you aCtually do ſwear in as ſolemn and auguſt a form 

poſſible for the tongue of man to;expreſſe, eventhen when 

ſay you dare not ſwear, pag.8. God who # the ſearcher of hearts 

j, that it 1s with holy reſpe2,c5c. juſt like that ſullen boy, whom 
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Wa his mother commanded to ſay, good morrow;to his godfather, 
Wilted in a filent dump, till he was ſoundly bafted, and then blub- 
out this outcry, 1 canner ſay, good merrow, not 7. 
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